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WHAT IS AVIS?

AVIS –stands for Automated 
Vehicle Identification System
Legal definition: “A system whereby a machine is used 
to automatically detect a violation of a traffic regulation 
and simultaneously record a photograph of the vehicle, 
the operator of the vehicle, and the license plate of the 
vehicle…”

Practically: AVIS is the use of a camera and technology 
to capture violations of traffic laws. The technology and 
camera capture photos and video of traffic violations 
which can then be used to issue notices of violation and 
further enforcement actions. 

Photo Red Light Safety Program

Speed Safety Program (Photo Radar) 
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CURRENT ORDINANCES

• City Code currently addresses AVIS violations in the following ordinances 
passed in 2010 and amended in 2021. These cover the implementation, 
deployment and judicial process for AVIS violations. 

• City Code § 10.1.115: Automated Vehicle Identification System AVIS

• City Code §10.5.104F: Exceeding Posted Speed Limits: AVIS
• City Code § 10.17.105C5: Traffic Control Signal Legend: AVIS 

• City Code § 10.1.202: Definitions
• Sentences: City Code § 1.1.201 General Penalty and § 10.1.101 Penalties 
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BACKGROUND- WHY THE 
CHANGES?

• State Law: C.R.S. § 42-4-110.5 Automated Vehicle Identification Systems (1997)

• City of Commerce City v. State 40 P.3d 1273
• Commerce City along with other home-rule municipalities including Colorado Springs

challenged the constitutionality of provisions of the state law regulating AVIS systems,
asking essentially whether home-rule municipalities are required to follow the state law.

• Colorado Supreme Court ruled in 2002:
• The regulation of AVIS enforcement is a matter of mixed local and state concern.
• Therefore, state law supersedes municipal local ordinances and must be followed.

• City passes AVIS ordinances in 2010 and 2021

• State passed Senate Bill 23-200, which changed C.R.S. § 42-4-110.5 (effective June 2023)

• City must comply with new provisions and AVIS requirements – amendments needed
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PROPOSED CHANGES

1. Come into compliance with new state law. 

2. Simplify our code regarding AVIS penalties 
and requirements. 

1. Condense rules for AVIS violations into one section 
(instead of having rules spread over 3 ordinances).

2. Update necessary penalty and definition sections. 
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PROPOSED CODE CHANGES

City Code Summary 

§ 10.1.115
Automated Vehicle 
Identification 
Systems (AVIS)

Repeal and reordain section of city code regarding AVIS requirements. Follow 
required state law regarding: implementation processes, enforcement 
procedures, sentencing provisions, and other regulations. This creates the one 
section of our code which governs procedure for both types of AVIS violations. 

§ 10.5.104F
Exceeding Posted 
Speed Limits: AVIS

Amend code subsection to simply state that Exceeding Posted Speed Limits 
may be enforced by AVIS, when in compliance with 10.1.115 (above).

§10.17.105C5
Traffic Control 
Signal Legends: 
AVIS

Amend code subsection to simply state that Traffic Control Signal Legends (red 
light) may be enforced by AVIS, when in compliance with 10.1.115 (above).
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PROPOSED CODE CHANGES

City Code Summary 

§ 1.1.201
General Penalty

Amend the General Penalty section to exclude AVIS violations. AVIS penalties 
will be contained within §10.1.115. 

§ 10.1.101
Penalties

Amend the Motor Vehicles and Traffic Penalty Section to exclude AVIS 
violations. AVIS penalties will be contained within §10.1.115. 

§ 10.1.202 
Definitions 

Update relevant definitions based on changes to state law and section 
§10.1.115.
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Procedure:

1. Violation Observed – Notice of Violation 

• Notice of Violation sent to registered owner of the vehicle within 30 days 
for in state vehicle, 60 days for out of state vehicle. 

• Registered owner can choose to pay violation or set a hearing to contest in 
court, but they must act within the 45 day deadline stated on notice. 

2. Civil Penalty Assessment 

• Sent to registered owner within 30 days after deadline on Notice of 
Violation if no action was taken. Has instructions on how to pay or appeal.

3. Final Order of Liability 

• If the registered owner has not paid by the deadline in Civil Penalty 
Assessment, Municipal Court enters a final order of liability. 

• Fine amounts can only be sent to collections if the registered owner was 
personally served either the Notice or the Final Order of Liability and has 
failed to pay. No immobilizing or impoundment of vehicle is allowed. 

§ 10.1.115 : CONTENTS
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Penalties 

• Fine Amounts:

• Red Light Violation : $75

• Speeding Violation: $40

• Speeding in School Zone Violation: $80

• Speeding in Construction Zone Violation: $80 

• The city is not permitted to report convictions to the DMV and no points are assessed for violations. This is a civil infraction.

Signage

• Red Lights: Conspicuously posted sign notifying the public that AVIS is in use immediately ahead. Posted not fewer than 200 feet, nor 
further than 500 feet. Size requirements also listed.

• Speed Safety Cameras: Conspicuously posted sign notifying the public that AVIS is in use immediately ahead. Posted not fewer than 
300 feet ahead. 

Warnings 

• City required to publicly announce any new AVIS systems 30 days prior to implementation, then issue warnings only for 30 days
after first deployment. 

• For first time speed violations of 10 MPH over the speed limit or less, only a warning may be issued to the registered owner.

§ 10.1.115 : CONTENTS 
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Other Limitations

• Speed Safety Cameras (Photo Radar) are only permitted:
• Within a school zone; 

• Within a residential neighborhood; 

• Within a construction zone;

• Along a street that borders a municipal park; or

• In an “Automated Vehicle Identification Corridor.”

• A Corridor requires passage of an ordinance, coordination between the City and the Department of 
Transportation, and Colorado State Patrol; permanent signage, illustration through data of crashes or 
other traffic behaviors, published reports, and corridors cannot be located on any road that is part of the 
federal interstate highway system.  

• AVIS system vendors cannot be paid a percentage of the revenue collected. 

• Data collected by the AVIS system 
• Is considered confidential and exempt from disclosure under the Colorado Open Records Act

• May only be retained when a violation of a traffic regulation is observed, for other law enforcement purposes, 
or pursuant to court order

• Cannot be sold or distributed 

• Must be destroyed within 3 years after the final disposition of the violation unless otherwise required by law. 

§ 10.1.115 : CONTENTS 
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• Current Photo Red Light Safety Enforcement 
Process:

• Has been modified to include changes from 
state law in notices/process.

• 20 intersections in Colorado Springs are 
equipped with cameras.

• Process: 

• Technology flags violations, sends them 
to platform 

• Reviewed by Officers for accuracy 

• Notices are sent out which include 
information, photos, and link to view the 
video from the intersection 

• Personal service done prior to 
collections actions

• Municipal court has process for 
contesting the violations in court if a 
registered owner wishes to contest the 
violation 

CURRENT USE- PHOTO RED LIGHT PROGRAM
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PROPOSED NEW PROGRAM

• Speed Safety Cameras

• Are a camera system that utilizes radar technology to track 
multiple lanes of traffic in one direction and 
photographs/records vehicles identified as exceeding the 
speed limit.

• Research has shown a direct correlation between the 
impact speed of a vehicle striking a pedestrian and the 
severity of injury or death.

• Goal is to use this alternative method as part of 
enforcement efforts.
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IMPLEMENTATION 

• Contract for 2 new vehicles equipped with Speed Safety Cameras

• Hire 2 new civilian employees to run the vehicles and record violators

• Post public notification on CSPD website regarding the implementation 
of the new Speed Safety Camera program

• Identify deployment areas in cooperation with Traffic Engineering

• Deploy the cameras in the following priority:
• School Zones – Morning and Afternoon (Drop-off/Pick-up)
• Parks/Residential Areas – In-between peak school zone times and during the summer
• Construction sites – As requested
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BENEFITS  

• Addresses traffic safety, which is a top citizen concern throughout Colorado Springs.

• Targets areas with the highest numbers of child pedestrians, who are most at-risk of injury 
from impact with a speeding vehicle.

• They are a force multiplier as civilian employees can operate them allowing police resources 
to be available for other priorities.

• They are proven technology to help address dangerous driving behaviors, through 
enforcement of speed violations.

• They are mobile so there is equity in the deployment of them throughout the city.
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QUESTIONS?

• CSPD Chief Adrian Vasquez, CSPD Cmdr Pamela Castro, and Prosecutor Shantel Withrow are 
willing to answer any additional questions at this time. 


