
RESOLUTION NO. 50 -25

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY COUNCIL’S ANNUAL
REPORT TO THE CITIZENS FOR APRIL 1, 2024 TO MARCH 31,
2025 PURSUANT TO CITY CHARTER §3-10(D)

WHEREAS, City Council is required by City Charter §3-10(d) to provide for an annual
“Report to the Citizens” in order to maintain accountability to citizens; and

WHEREAS, City Council appreciates its role as the legislative body of municipal
government and values the citizen input it receives during the course of its regular business and
during town halls and other special meetings; and

WHEREAS, City Council is proud to adopt its annual Report to the Citizens, outlining City
Council’s activities and achievements from April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025, and providing citizens
with information about its responsibilities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
COLORADO SPRINGS:

Section 1. Pursuant to City Charter §3-10(d), City Council hereby adopts the City

Council’s Annual Report to the Citizens from April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025, attached as Exhibit

A and made a part of this Resolution.

Dated at Colorado Springs, Colorado this 8th day of April 2025.

Randy HeInCounciI President
ATTEST:

Sarah B. Johnson, City
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Introduction

wOLLL
was a year of growth and civic engagement in Colorado Springs. The City Cooncil heard

from more citizens than we ever have about many different topics that ranged from

land use items, social concerns, issues in their ueighborhoods, and many other topics. The seats on City

Coancil remained unchanged this ynar as your City Councilmembers gained more eayerience and began

diving deeper into the issues that our constituents told them were important in their lives. Councilmembers

this year adjusted to working through differences to consider many proposals such as an Emergency

Medical Services IEMS) Enterprise. large annexatiovs Sooth and east of Colorado Springs. and working

through recreational marijuana considerations in the City. Citizen concerns this year incladnd closing a local

library, amphitheater noise complaints, and many land use considerations. This coming pear. City Council

looks forward to continuing to engage our residents and welcoming oar cew District Councilmnmknrs.
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v,) @ G,) /41 was a year of growth and civic engagement in Colorado Springs. The City Council heard 
cS L!::J � from more citizens than we ever have about many different topics that ranged from 

land use items. social concerns, issues in their neighborhoods, and many other topics. The seats on City 
Council remained unchanged this year as your City Councilmembers gained more experience and began 
diving deeper into the issues that our constituents told them were important in their lives. Councilmembers 
this year adjusted to working through differences to consider many proposals such as an Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) Enterprise, large annexations south and east of Colorado Springs, and working 
through recreational marijuana considerations in the City. Citizen concerns this year included closing a local 
library, amphitheater noise complaints, and many land use considerations. This coming year, City Council 
looks forward to continuing to engage our residents and welcoming our new District Councilmembers. 



Representing Southeast Colorado Springs’ District 4, Yolanda Asila began her

tenure on City Council in 2Dt7. She has been a strong adoocate for heccoestitueots

in District 4 while also being a cnire tsr accessibility in allot Colorodo Springs.

Yolando spent many days and nights in City Hall worbing to make Colorado

Springs a helter place by promoting qoalily of life, police transparency, rights tor

cilizeos with disabilities, and badget responsibility. During her lime on City Council,

Yolanda served on eamerocs Boards aed Commissious including as the Vice Chair

of the Cslorado Springs Utilities Board and City Cooncil Liaison for she Law Soforcemeet

Transparency and Accoaolability Commission fIFTACI. Pikes Peak Area Council of Uooernmeots

IPPACDI. Pikes Peak Rural Transportarioo Aofhorily IPPRTAI. and the Heallh Foundation. We thank

Yolanda and ker trusty service dog. Puma, for their dedicated eight years on C1y Cooncili

Randy Helms

Retired United States Air Porce Colonel, Baody Helms, was elected to the City

Coaocil irs 2D21. representing the City’s north s’in Districl 2 Daring his four

years on City Cosecil, Bandy served as both the Presideot Pry Tem and Council

President President Helms presided user City Coaecil meetings with iotegrity

and compassion, as he was always happy so welcome constituents to speak to

the Cooncil about all their concerns. While on Cily Council. there were oumeroas

and sometimes contentious proposals rhrougfroat his District that Bandy was always

milling to face with his constituents and the City as a whole in mind Your leadership aod honor

will always be appreciated by the City of Colmado Springs. Thaehyoa and enjoy your retiremenL yarn5’

Mike orMalley

I Councilmember Mike O’Malleyjoioed shy City Cooncil in January of 2D2t

after being appointed soon sneoyired term for Colorado Springs District b.

Following winning election to a tour-year term, Mihe mode clear his priorihes no

Cily Council were so fin Morkshnffel Rood and support the City’s Administration

Mihe D’Malley has always been a staunch sopyorterof local military and served on

the Military Affairs Council. Coancilmember O’Malley served as 5 he Vice Chair for the Colorado Springs

Utilities Board and served on the Colorado Springs Syorts Authodsy during his time with the City Coundi

Michelle Talarico

Michelle Tulurico was elected too two-year term on City Council in District

3, representing the City’s Southwest side. Cuuecilmember Talarico mus

encouraged to ran for City Council by her friend, Stepfrannre Fortune.

the late, former District 3 Cuuncilmemher. Daring ber time on Council

Michelle adoocated for the residents of District 3 and was corwiderase os

decisions for the proposals presented to City Cuuncif. Michefle served on

the Cioil Service Commisshye, Parbo. Becreatioe. and Cultural Services

Board, and Pihes Puab Area Council of Goseremeoto PPACDI while

on the City CounCil Thankyou for your time on City Council, Michelfel
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[FAREWELL 

TO OUR OUTGOING COUNCllMEMBERS I 

Yolanda Avila 

Representing Southeast Colorado Springs' District 4, Yolanda Avila began her 

tenure on City Council in 2017. She has been a strong advocate for her constituents 

in District 4 while also being a voice for accessibility in all of Colorado Springs 

Yolanda spent many days and nights in City Hall working to make Colorado 

Springs a better place by promoting quality of life, police transparency, rights for 

citizens with disabilities, and budget responsibility. During her time on City Council 

Yolanda served on numerous Boards and Commissions including as the Vice Chair 

of the Colorado Springs Utilities Board and City Council liaison for the Law Enforcement 

Transparency and Accountability Commission (LETAC). Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments 

(PPACG), Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority (PPRTA), and the Health Foundation. We thank 

Yolanda and her trusty service dog, Puma, for their dedicated eight years on City Council! 

Randy Helms 

Retired United States Air Force Colonel. Randy Helms. was elected to the City 

Council in 2021, representing the City's north side in District 2. During his four 

years on City Council. Randy served as both the President Pro Tem and Council 

President. President Helms presided over City Council meetings with integrity 

and compassion. as he was always happy to welcome constituents to speak to 

the Council about all their concerns. While on City Council, there were numerous 

and sometimes contentious proposals throughout his District that Randy was always 

willing to face with his constituents and the City as a whole in mind. Your leadership and honor 

will always be appreciated by the City of Colorado Springs. Thank you and enjoy your retirement, Randy! 

Mike O'Malley 

Councilmember Mike O'Malley joined the City Council in January of 2021 

after being appointed to an unexpired term for Colorado Springs District 6. 

Following winning election to a four-year term, Mike made clear his priorities on 

City Council were to fix Marksheffel Road and support the City's Administration. 

Mike O'Malley has always been a staunch supporter of local military and served on 

the Military Affairs Council. Councilmember O'Malley served as the Vice Chair for the Colorado Springs 

Utilities Board and served on the Colorado Springs Sports Authority during his time with the City Council. 

Michelle Talarico 

Michelle Talarico was elected to a two-year term on City Council in District 

3, representing the City's Southwest side Councilmember Talarico was 

encouraged to run for City Council by her friend, Stephannie Fortune. 

the late, former District 3 Councilmember. During her time on Council, 

Michelle advocated for the residents of District 3 and was considerate of 

decisions for the proposals presented to City Council. Michelle served on 

the Civil Service Commission, Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services 

Board, and Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG) while 

on the City Council. Thank you for your time on City Council, Michelle! 
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XE9J1
Increased funding of $250000 ‘or capital

The odditlon of 20 Police Officers to grow oothorived
streegth and keep pace with the City’s growth.

The odditlon of three Police beparhnentdofllan
posltloes in the areas of photo enforcement, training
academy support, and the body-worn camera program

• Continued funding for replacement of
Police Department emergency vehicles
aed Fire Department apparatus

Continued funding for the Homeless Outreact,
Program HOP) in the Foe Department: this
program provides resources and nasigatioe
for access to bealtbcare housing, and mental
and behavioral health resoarces.

Continued funding for the Police Departments
Homeless Outreach Team (HOT).

Compensation Increases of 2% for elf Police end
Fire sworn employees aed an average p12% pay
br performance increase for civilian employees.

An additlommaf Quality of Life Team In
Nelgtrbontmood Services Division added by
reallocating sacanl positions and associated
bonding mom other areas of the organization.

A maintenance fedrmeclan In Parks, Recreation
and Cultural Services to address ceigFborhnod
parks. including the new Grey Harsh Park.

Transfer four vacant positions to Housing and
Homeless Response Department rcplacirg
positions that were preciously grant ‘ondcd

Continued fundingof $500000 ror shelter bed
operations for peoyle euperiencing homelessness

Transfer the Neighborhood Services Division to Public
WoeksOpeeationsand Maintenance to increase
ef’icercies o equipment use and work assignment.

City ‘IA’.’.”
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2025 GENERAL FUND HIGHLIGHTS 

The addition of 20 Police Officers to grow authorized 
strength and keep pace with the City's growth. 

The addition of three Police Department civillan 
positions in the areas of photo enforcement, training 
academy support, and the body-worn camera program. 
Continued funding for replacement of 
Police Department emergency vehicles 
and Fire Department apparatus. 
Continued funding for the Homeless Outreach 
Program (HOP) in the Fire Department; this 
program provides resources and navigation 
for access to healthcare, housing. and mental 
and behavioral health resources. 

Continued funding for the Police Department's 
Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) 
Compensation Increases of 2% for ail Police and 
Fire sworn employees and an average of 26 pay 
for performance increase for civilian employees. 

An additional Quality of Life Team in 
Neighborhoo Services Division. added by 
reallocating vacant positions and associated 
funding from other areas of the organization. 
A maintenance technician in Parks, Recreation 
and Cultural Services to address neighborhood 
parks, including the new Grey Hawk Park. 
Transfer four vacant positions to Housing and 
Homeless Response Department, replacing 
positions that were previously grant funded. 
Continued funding of $500,000 for shelter bed 
operations for people experiencing homelessness. 
Transfer the Neighbor Services Division to Public 
Works Operations and Maintenance. to increase 
efficiencies of equipment use and work assignment. 
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row April 1.2024 until March 31.2025 the City

Council engaged with nrore constituents than ever

before. The past couple of years, Legislative Services

Staff have been compiling data on how many people

reach 00110 Coovcil and what topics are on their minds.

In the 2023 Annual Report timetrame (April 1.202310

March 31,20241. City Council heard from 1.670 constita.

ents. For the current Annual Report window, City Council

has more than doubted that oumber to XXX. More people

are also speahing during public comment at City Council

meetings with upprooimately 26 hours in 2023 and XX

hours in 20241 These numbers reflect more Colorado

Springs residents getting involved in the happenings of

their citp with a uariely of topics on their mind, including

the Noise Hardship permit at the Ford Amphitheater

and the Pihes Peak Library Roards decision to close

the Rochrimmon Library. They also are speaking to Citp

Council about topics that are directly influenced hp City

Councils decisions such as various land use topics and

reaffirming Colorado Springs usa Non.Sunctuary City.

City Covocil is also being more active in Colorado Springs

neighborhoods with Cooocitmembers heavily involved

in the 1,000 Neighborhood Gathndngs initiative. This

idea was brought by City Council to the Mayor and his

administration in an etfort to promote our City’s mental

health and build upon the relationships 01 our friends and

neighbors. Look br more chances to engage in a neigh.

borhoort gatirering in your community coming in 2025!

• CutturatAttairsOtti . I’

2O23year.endLndc_’ i.:ofi- r..

coutract update to City Council ran,

Colorado Spdngs Sports Corp 2023 year.endLndgees and
ibm Rental You (LAR1) contract update to City Council swan

Visit COS . 2O23year.endtortgern aodAntoReotat Tau
tLdRTlcontractopdatetoCitycvoncrl 410cr,

• Cotnradv springs Chamber ned EDC2O23yeur.end
Lodgers and Auto Reotat Yen (LARJ( contract update to City
Council

• Colorado Youth 0utdoor Update nov24

City Financial Report 012024 syrIa,

• Uviuersiltr 01 Colorado Cntorado Springs Hemetown
Education Resuurceo and Opportunity’s Empnmerrog
Se,vrcemembars Scholarship

• Ounruiew of City Council’s Orlice nt the City auditor r

Common Sense Institute Cnlnrnde Spriegs Hoasieg
Affordability Report ruuu

Cutorudo Springs Sports Cnrp 2024 mid.year Ledgers
and Auto Rental Tan (LARry centract npdate to City Cnoocd

• Wildtre Mitigation Update from Colorado Springs Fire
Department curIa,

• Colorado Sprtegs Ct,ar,rbnr nod EOC 2024 mid.yean
Ledgers and Aotn Rental Fan ILARI? contract update to City
Ceoocil urns,

• C05 Creek Plan Upduto,.nci•

• Creating a Family Friendly City Early Chrtdhnnrl Rosiness
Council sun,

• PArs PeakHonnr Belt one,,

• Visit COO 2024 mrd’year Lodgero and Anto Rental Tau
(LART( contract update to Crty Council suer,

• Careers in Construction Colorado Update snona

Maynr’s2o24StatenfthnCityAddrnss 510w

• Cultural Attairs ObUco of the Pikes Peak Region (COPPeR)
2024 mid.yeurLodgern anddutn Reatal Tax lLdRlJ
contract cpdute to City C000crt

Eounomic and Fiscal Impacts or Urban Renewal Area iv
Colorado Springs scaa

• Lithiorratun Battery Preneotntionrur,na

• Peeseotation of Recommendations trom the Law
Enforcement Transparency and Adnisnry Commission
(LETAcI sacs,

• Downtown Deoobnprnont Authority Annual Report rcwrau

• UCHra!th end Childeons Hnspit,tCoturodn Annual Update

• Pikes Peak Library District Beard 01 Trustees Intoemuti000l
Brief sirs’s,

• trrtnrrnation Regarding Natural Medicine nero,

• Update trom bleep Cnlnrado Springs Beautiful c,noaa

• Pikes Peak Business & Education Alliance iv,,,

• 2024 CrtyufCnlnr,dunpringsCnrnrnueitySatisfactiue
Survey Findings 2)024

• UpdatetromttockyMnuotain PACE Saran

• Updntetrum Enporrentiat Impact croon

• Pikes Peak Regional Building DepartrrreetAnnuaf Repnrt

Updatonn El Paso County Jail n,naias

Caornbra.ruarr0,renin.harra•

Oa•rdiauP,Oii 4,hreordr,,0nr44
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[ rom April 1, 2024 until March 31, 2025, the City 
[_f* Council engaged with more constituents than ever 
before. The past couple of years, Legislative Services 
Staff have been compiling data on how many people 
reach out to Council and what topics are on their minds. 
In the 2023 Annual Report timeframe (April 1, 2023 to 
March 31, 2024), City Council heard from 1,670 constitu
ents. For the current Annual Report window. City Council 
has more than doubled that number to XXX. More people 
are also speaking during public comment at City Council 
meetings with approximately 26 hours in 2023 and XX 
hours in 2024! These numbers reflect more Colorado 
Springs residents getting involved in the happenings of 
their city with a variety of topics on their mind, including 
the Noise Hardship permit at the Ford Amphitheater 
and the Pikes Peak Library Board's decision to close 
the Rockrimmon Library. They also are speaking to City 
Council about topics that are directly influenced by City 
Council's decisions such as various land use topics and 
reaffirming Colorado Springs as a Non-Sanctuary City 

City Council is also being more active in Colorado Springs 
neighborhoods with Councilmembers heavily involved 
in the 1,000 Neighborhood Gatherings initiative. This 
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administration in an effort to promote our City's mental 
health and build upon the relationships of our friends and 
neighbors. look for more chances to engage in a neigh
borhood gathering in your community coming in 2025! 
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AMARA DENIAL AND KARMAN
LINE ANNEXATIONS

This year, the City Council held two public hearings on

potential anneoatiyss ot great interest to the community

The hrsl anneoation petition was tor property located

southeast ot the current city boundaries, and the project

was named Amara. The petition proposed anneoirsg

3.200 acres to create up to 9,500 homes, along with

retail space, schools, parks, arid other amenities.

The second ansenation petition considered by the City

Council was for property located east ot the current City

boundaries. and the project was named Karmen Line.

This petition proposed anneoing 1.900 acres to desetop

opto 6,500 new homes

Both proposals received sigoiticunt community feedback

Betssees the twu proposals, the City Council denoted

user t7 boors uf public hearing time to resiewiug and

considering these petitions, Legislatroe Sersices stall

worked proactioely with stakeholder groups for each

hearing to ensure accurate information about the City

Councirs processes and procedures was disseminated to

all interested residents

SOUTHERN RAILYARD ANNEXATION

In March 2026, the City Council was presented a

petition In anneo 3,100 sooth of Colorado Springs

near Fort Carson and Ray Niuon Power Plant for

the Southern Colorado Rail Park, The project

projected 5.600.000 square feet of new buildings

and user 7,700 new jobs created as a new hub for

manufacturing. They also stated this would be a great

benetit to Fort Carson and make it mrcre resilient.

REAFFIRMATION OF COLORADO
SPRINGS AS A NON-SANCTUARY CITY

On February t3. 2024, City Council passed a resolution

titled Protecting the Security and Quality of Life of the

Citizens of Colorado Springs. City Council affirmed

to being a Non.Sasctoary City and asserted it would

out spend tanpaper dollars on services related to the

immigration crisis.

On September 24.2024, City Council passed another

resolution titled Reaffirming the City of Colorado Springs

will Remain a Nnn.Sanctuarp City. City Council wanted

citizens to know just like any emergency, they would be

ready to react with as operational plan that prioritizes Ike

NOTABLE RESOLUTIONS sately, quality of fife, and interests ot Colorado Springs citizens.

Still waitIng no the fnllowlng for thIs page.
• ADUs)Ukelyonrnlngln March)
• Snothmn Railroad Annenation )Maybn March)
• AnneuCOS )Ponulblp rnrnlng In Marrh)

vole yr. Crrrr,ii,rr, cc. ririr Or v mmthevr menus
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LAID wsE© 
NOTABLE RESOLUTIONS 
AMARA DENIAL AND KARMAN 
LINE ANNEXATIONS 
This year, the City Council held two public hearings on 
potential annexations of great interest to the community. 
The first annexation petition was for property located 
southeast of the current city boundaries, and the project 
was named Amara. The petition proposed annexing 
3,200 acres to create up to 9,500 homes, along: with 
retail space, schools, parks. and other amenities. 

The second annexation petition considered by the City 
Council was for property located east of the current city 
boundaries, and the project was named Karmen Line. 
This petition proposed annexing 1.900 acres to develop 
up to 6,500 new homes. 

Both proposals received significant community feedback. 
Between the two proposals, the City Council devoted 
over 17 hours of public hearing time to reviewing and 
considering these petitions. Legislative Services staff 
worked proactively with stakeholder groups for each 
hearing to ensure accurate information about the City 
Council's processes and procedures was disseminated to 
all interested residents. 

SOUTHERN RAILYARD ANNEXATION 
In March 2025, the City Council was presented a 
petition to annex 3,100 south of Colorado Springs 
near Fort Carson and Ray Nixon Power Plant for 
the Southern Colorado Rail Park. The project 
projected 5,600,000 square feet of new buildings 
and over 7,700 new jobs created as a new hub for 
manufacturing. They also stated this would be a great 
benefit to Fort Carson and make it more resilient. 

REAFFIRMATION OF C O LORADO 
SPRINGS AS A NON- SANCTUARY C I TY 
On February 13, 2024, City Council passed a resolutlon 
titled Protecting the Security and Quality of Life of the 
Citizens of Colorado Springs. City Council affirmed 
to being a Non-Sanctuary City and asserted it would 
not spend taxpayer dollars on services related to the 
immigration crisis. 

On September 24, 2024, City Council passed another 
resolution titled Reaffirming the City of Colorado Springs 
will Remain a Non-Sanctuary City. City Council wanted 
citizens to know just like any emergency, they would be 
ready to react with an operational plan that prioritizes the 

safety, quality of life, and interests of Colorado Springs citizens. 

� 

Stlll waiting on the following for this page: 
ADUs (Likely coming In March) 
Southern Rallroad Annexation (Maybe March) 
AnnexCOS (Possibly coming In March) 
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OOI$VOPOO)NOIPOOOCouncilm Yolanda Avtla gre1 an 
tntervicw to a news reporter regarding 
the decision to net start en enterprise 
for Emergenc Medical Services 

AND BALLOT ITEMS 

After hours of deliberaion and thoughtful consider City 

Council denied the proposed creation on the municipa enterprise 

by a 5 .4 opting to stay with the current provider, AMR. 

Election results: 

Yes. 118.975 votes No: 121,714 votes 
The measure was narrowly defeated with 50 5% af voters 

opposing the proposal 

Ye± 130,677 No: 108.305 

Issua 300passed with 54.6% of the vote 
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IREO
ROCKS OPEN SPACE

50 EXTENSION ACQUISITION

On June 25.2024. Coy Council unanimously apyroyert a

Resolution authorizing the acquisition ot 2.54 acres in the

Red Rock Canyon Oyen Syace throngh the Trails, Oyen

Space and Parks fTOPSl Program. The yurchase preserved

thin prrryerty within the TOPS Program and protected the

yrnperty from blare prioate deeelopment. The yroyecty

mas identified io the 2Ot4 Park System Master Plan as

future oyen space.

E EXPANDING TRAIL ACCESSIBILITY
2!± WITH E.BIKE INTEGRATION

On February 25th, 2025. the City Council approned an

ordinance, on a 5-3 note, allowing Class t electric-assisted

bicycles fe-kikest on alt city traits where tcaditianat bicycles

are permitted This ordinance broadens access to the

City’s entessise trail network

Classic-hikes yroside pedal-assisted support

actisating nsty when the rider is pedaling, and

stoyying the assistance once speeds enceed 20 miles

per hour. This technology enpanais trait accessibility.

making cycling more inclosise for indisiduals who may

benefit from adrtitinnal support.

Public input an the mdinance rettected both

enthusiasm and cnncerns. Many residents welcomed

the increased inclnsisity, while some raised questions

about c-hike use on Trails, Open Space, and Parks

(TOPSI.bsnded properties, where motorized yehictes

are typically prohibited These considerations mitt

remain part nt nngsing discussions as the ordinance

takes effect in July 2025.
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On June 25, 2024, City Council unanimously approved a 
Resolution authorizing the acquisition of 2.54 acres in the 
Red Rock Canyon Open Space through the Trails, Open 
Space and Parks (TOPS) Program. The purchase preserved 
this property within the TOPS Program and protected the 
property from future private development. The property 
was identified in the 2014 Park System Master Plan as 
future open space. 
[''] EXPANDING TRAIL ACCESSIBILITY 
[222J WITH E - BIKE INTEGRATION 
On February 25th, 2025, the City Council approved an 
ordinance, on a 5-3 vote, allowing Class 1 electric-assisted 
bicycles (e-bikes) on all city trails where traditional bicycles 
are permitted. This ordinance broadens access to the 
City's extensive trail network. 

Class 1 e-bikes provide pedal-assisted support, 
activating only when the rider is pedaling, and 
stopping the assistance once speeds exceed 20 miles 
per hour. This technology expands trail accessibility, 
making cycling more inclusive for individuals who may 
benefit from additional support. 

Public input on the ordinance reflected both 
enthusiasm and concerns. Many residents welcomed 
the increased inclusivity, while some raised questions 
about e-bike use on Trails, Open Space, and Parks 
(TOPS)-funded properties, where motorized vehicles 
are typically prohibited. These considerations will 
remain part of ongoing discussions as the ordinance 
takes effect in July 2025. 
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City Council Boards. Commissions arid Corrrnrittees

piay a vital role in shaping local policies arid irstiatives

that impact our commuoity. These volunteer-led groups

provide valuable eopertise and recommendations to City

Council, helping to guide important decisions lur our city.

We encourage you to stay engaged by attending

meetings, providing yublic input, and considering a

leadership role within one of our Boards. Commissions.

or Committees. If you are passionate about making

a difference in our community, we invite you to apply

for an open position and cont” re your Skills and

perspectives.

DISSOLVED

THE
S3± SUSTAINABILITY BOARD

City Council evaluated the Sostainability Advisory

Board to assess its efficiency and legislative purpose.

After stakeholder discussioos with Couocilmemher

Liaisons Nancy Henjom and David Leinweher, and

City Administration, it was determined sustainability

initiatives are best managed administratively rather than

legislatively. As a result, the Board was dissolved with

the adoption of Ordinance No. 24.46 on July 23,2024.

and it is anticipated its functions will transition to

a Mayoral Committee.

E1 PRESENTATION OF
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE

LAW ENFORCEMENT TRANSPARENCY
AND ADVISORY COMMISSION ILETACI

Law Enforcement Transparency and Advisory

Commission (LETACI presented recommendations

to City Council following a review of Colorado

Springs Police Department ICSPD) policies and

practices. Recommendations included policy reforms.

enhanced officer training in tle.escalation and cultural

competency, increased community engagement, and

improved transparency measures such as body-worn

cameras and public data reporting. LETAC continues

to evolve. wilh members noting improvements in its

effectiveness and focus

LODGERS AND AUTOMOBILE
± RENTAL TAX ILARTI CITIZEN’S
ADVISORY COMMITTEE EFFORT

In May 2024, in collaboration with the Administration,

City Council participated in the LART Solutions Team.

The 25-member group included beD Unancilmembers,

two members of Legislative Services, three City

Administration Staff, and 18 eoterrral stakeholders. Sio

of the stakeholders were members of the City Council

Appointed LART Citizens’ Advisory Conreritten To

guide the discussion the City engaged an eoternal

tovrism consultant.

Over the summer the Solutions Team euytored how to

use LART revenues etfectivety anti efficiently along with

whether to increase the City’s LART tan and how that

would occur. City Council wit continue to review and

suggest modifications to tIre LART program in 2025.

RACHAEL FLICK,
LETAC CHAIR

‘LETAC was commissioned to serve

usa conduit between city stakeholders,

CSPD and Council. In 2024 we reviewed and

evaluated ordinances around public protest and

tree speech. LETAC mahe recommendations to

improve ease of access to the public and increase

satety tor both law enforcement and protest ors We

reviewed survey results of officers within CSPD and

recommended increased opportunities —

for training. LETAC also investigated

the impact of hornrelessness on

related crime. We evaluated the

budget and statfing Iesefs of

law enforcement regarding

their ability to serve the

community in tfis arena

and prepare for future

reconveendations.
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OVERVIEW AND UPDATES
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City Council Boards, Commissions, and Committees 
play a vital role in shaping local policies and initiatives 

['_'l oissoLvEo THE 
[EJ susTAINABILITY BOARD 

that impact our community. These volunteer-led groups City Council evaluated the Sustainability Advisory 
provide valuable expertise and recommendations to City 
Council, helping to guide important decisions for our city. 

We encourage you to stay engaged by attending 
meetings, providing public input, and considering a 
leadership role within one of our Boards, Commissions. 
or Committees. If you are passionate about making 
a difference in our community, we invite you to apply 
for an open position and contribute your skills and 
perspectives. 

Board to assess its efficiency and legislative purpose. 
After stakeholder discussions with Councilmember 
Liaisons Nancy Henjum and David Leinweber, and 
City Administration, it was determined sustainability 
initiatives are best managed administratively rather than 
legislatively. As a result, the Board was dissolved with 
the adoption of Ordinance No .  24.46 on July 23, 2024, 
and it is anticipated its functions will transition to 
a Mayoral Committee. 
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['_] PRESENTATION OF 
[ RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT TRANSPARENCY 
AND ADVISORY COMMISSION (LET AC) 
Law Enforcement Transparency and Advisory 
Commission (LETAC) presented recommendations 
to City Council following a review of Colorado 
Springs Police Department (CSPD) policies and 
practices. Recommendations included policy reforms, 
enhanced officer training in de-escalation and cultural 
competency, increased community engagement. and 
improved transparency measures such as body-worn 
cameras and public data reporting. LETAC continues 
to evolve, with members noting improvements in its 
effectiveness and focus. 

[''] L opGERS AND AUTOMOBILE 
[ RENTAL TAX (LA RT) CITIZEN'S 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE EFFORT 
In May 2024, in collaboration with the Administration, 
City Council participated In the LART Solutions Team. 
The 25-member group included two Councilmembers, 
two members of Legislative Services, three City 
Administration Staff, and 18 external stakeholders. Six 
of the stakeholders were members of the City Council 
Appointed LART Citizens' Advisory Committee. To 
guide the discussion, the City engaged an external 
tourism consultant. 

Over the summer the Solutions Team explored how to 
use LART revenues effectively and efficiently along with 
whether to increase the City's LART tax and how that 
would occur. City Council will continue to review and 
suggest modifications to the LART program in 2025. 

RACHAEL FLICK, 
LETAC C HAIR 

"LETAC was commissioned to serve 
as a conduit between city stakeholders. 

CSPO and Council In 2024 we reviewed and 
evaluated ordinances around public protest and 

free speech. LETAC make recommendations to 
improve ease of access to the public and Increase 

safety for both law enforcement and protestors. We 
reviewed survey results of officers within CSPO and 

recommended increased opportunities 
for training. LETAC also Investigated 
the impact of homelessness on 
related crime. We evaluated the 
budget and staffing levels of 
law enforcement regarding 

their ability to serve the 
community In this arena 

and prepare for future 
recommendations." 
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VISION STATEMENT

Artoancing the legislative priorities of the City ot Colorado

Springs through collaboration with Counvilorembers.

Eoecofive Leadership, and members ot the public.

LEGISLATIVE SERVICES STAFF

Emily Evans Cil Coiir’cil Adiir’slrntor

Michael Montgomery Drpol, Ci Co -ci Administrator

• Caip Hoff Senior Legislation Analyst

Sn FrIedman Constituent and
Outreach Program Coordinator

• Ales Ryden Senor Public Communications Specialist
Tmlnyne of the Yner

• Ayana Garcia Boards and Commissions
Program Adnoi’istrator

• Ashley Haginen Staff Assistant to Council

Ljdmee Aker Staff Assistant to Council

MISSION STATEMENT

The Colorado Springs Legislatioe Services Stall

provides non-partisan expertise and support the the

City Council to intorm impurttol policy-waking,

engage constituents and stabeholders, and

promote responsive local governance.

BECOME MORE INVOLVED

There are many opportunities tot citizens to engage

with local government and your elected leaders We

encourage you to become more involved in the decisions

impacting lite around Colorado Springs. Applying br a

Board. Commission. or Committee is a great way to help

shape the way our city operates. For more information.

please orsit Coloradohprings.gon/brrards.

ATTEND A COMMUNITY MEETING

In addition to City Council Meetings. City Council holds

mann other public torurns. In 2024. these included City

Council District Town Halls and Community Meetings

(such as meehngs uboot Public Safety and Road

Cnnstractivn). Councilmembers also attended meetings

with conslitoents. local media, and muon organizations

throughout the region.

ATTEND A REGIONAL MEETING

In addition to serving on City Council, the

Councilmenibers serve as the Colorado Springs Ublitien

Board. Councilmembers also serve as liaisons to the

City’s numerous Boards. Commissions, and Committees.

In addition to these City specitic roles. City Council has

representation on regional boards including the Pikes

Peak Area Council of Gonernenents (PPACG(, Pikes Peak

Rural Transportation Aothonly (PPRTA(. and the Pihes

Peak Regional Building Department (PPRBDI Regional

Building Commission.

City Hall is open to the
public during City Council
Meetings or Board

Meetings. Counrilmemhers

and Legislatine Sernires

hIatt are accessible to

constituents by appointment

and are eager to speak aboril

anything happening in their

districts or across the city.

SPEAR AT A
MEETING

City Hall serves as a

gathering space br

demonstrations anc

other events where

___________ __________________

people congregate to recognize ua;.O..5 p,.ui,C n.erests

or concerns, All City Council Meetings are open to the

public, and the Citizen Discussion portion of Regular

Meetings allows the public to speak about any topic not

on that agenda. Members of the public can also comment

unspecific agenda items during Regular Meetings.

REQUEST A COUNCILMEMBER

Councrlmembers enjoy visiting schools and other

organizations throughout Colorado Springs to

educate about local government. It yoa would like a

Councilmember to speak at a school or community

eoent, please reach out to Legislative Services Stall at

7t9-3BS.59B6or AllCouocil@rColoradespnings gun.

TOUR CITY HALL

Cuuncilnmernbers enjop tahieg time to speah with groups

during tours 01 City Halt Want to know more about

one 01 the Citys most historic boildmngs’? Reach out to

Legislative Services Stall nod we Will be happy to take

groups or individuals non lout of the historic Colorado

Springs City Hall

Services
CITY COUNCIL IS SUPPORTED BY LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

All nine Councilmembers are suppvrted by a staff of nine and are tasked with doing a wide range ol responsibilities

including scheduling. legislation research, conshtuent response, media Coordination. event planning, and more.

Civic
LREÜ
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In addition to City Council Meetings, City Council holds on that agenda. Members of the public can also comment 
many other public forums. In 2024, these included City on specific agenda items during Regular Meetings. 
Council District Town Halls and Community Meetings 

(such as meetings about Public Safety and Road 

Construction). Councilmembers also attended meetings 

with constituents, local media, and many organizations 

throughout the region. 

A T T E N D  A R E G I O N A L  M E E T I N G  

In addition to serving o n  City Council, the 

Councilmembers serve as the Colorado Springs Utilities 

Board. Councilmembers also serve as liaisons to the 

City's numerous Boards, Commissions, and Committees. 

In addition to these City specific roles, City Council has 

R E Q U E S T  A C O U N C I L M E M B E R  

Councilmembers enjoy visiting schools and other 

organizations throughout Colorado Springs to 

educate about local government. If you would li ke a 

Councitmember to speak at a school or community 

event, please reach out to Legislative Services Staff at 

719-385-5986 or AIlCouncil@ColoradoSprings.gov. 

T O U R  C I T Y  H A L L  

Councilmembers enjoy taking time to speak with groups 

during tours of City Hall Want to know more about 

one of the City's most historic buildings? Reach out to 
representation on regional boards including the Pikes Legislative Services Staff and we will be happy to take 
Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG), Pikes Peak groups or individuals on a tour of the historic Colorado 
Rural Transportation Authority (PPRTA), and the Pikes 

Springs City Hall. 
Peak Regional Building Department (PPRBD) Regional 

Building Commission. 

mailto:AIlCouncil@ColoradoSprings.gov
https://ColoradoSprings.gov/boards
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C O L O R A D O  S P R I N G S C I T Y  C O U N C I L  
107 N .  Nevada Avenue .  Su i te 300 

Colorado Spr i ngs. CO 80903-1575 

Phone: (719 )  385-5986 

T O  F I N D  OUT W H A T C I T Y  C O U N C I L  D I S T R I C T  Y O U L I V E  I N  V I S I T :  
ColoradoSprings.gov/city-council-districts 

C O P I E S  OF T H I S  R E P O R T  A R E  
F R E E  T O  T H E  P U B L I C  A N D  
C A N  B E  D O W N L O A D E D  A T :  • X .corn/COSC ityCowlC i l  
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