RESOLUTION NO. 50 - 25
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CITY COUNCIL'S ANNUAL
REPORT TO THE CITIZENS FOR APRIL 1, 2024 TO MARCH 31,
2025 PURSUANT TO CITY CHARTER §3-10(D)

WHEREAS, City Council is required by City Charter §3-10(d) to provide for an annual
“Report to the Citizens” in order to maintain accountability to citizens; and

WHEREAS, City Council appreciates its role as the legislative body of municipal
government and values the citizen input it receives during the course of its regular business and
during town halls and other special meetings; and

WHEREAS, City Council is proud to adopt its annual Report to the Citizens, outlining City

Council’s activities and achievements from April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025, and providing citizens
with information about its responsibilities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
COLORADO SPRINGS:

Section 1. Pursuant to City Charter §3-10(d), City Council hereby adopts the City
Council’'s Annual Report to the Citizens from April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025, attached as Exhibit

A and made a part of this Resolution.

Dated at Colorado Springs, Colorado this 8™ day of April 2025.
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Introduction

VEARQREVIEW

was a year of growth and civic engagement in Colorado Springs. The City Council heard
_r from more citizens than we ever have about many different topics that ranged from
fand use items, social concerns, issues in their neighborhoods, and many other topics. The seats on City
Council remained unchanged this year as your City C:
diving deeper into the issues that our constituents told them were important in their lives. Councilmembers
this year adjusted to working through differences to ider many propx
Medical Services (EMS) Enterprise, large annexations south and east of Colorado Springs. and working

in the City. Citizen concerns this year included closing a local
library, amphitheater noise complaints, and many 1and use considerations. This coming year, City Council

gained more e and began

suchasank Y

through re marijuana

looks forward to continuing to engage our residents and welcoming our new District Councilmembers.

Vhe Collarada Springs ity Council i 202¢



TO OUR OUTGOING COUNCILMEMBERS

Yolanda Avila

Representing Southeast Celorado Springs’ District 4, Yolanda Avila began her
tenure an City Council in 2017. She has been a strong advocate for her constituents
in District 4 while also being a voice for accessibility in all of Colorado Springs.
Yolanda spent many days and nights in City Hall working to make Colorado
Springs a better place by promoting quality of life, police transparency, rights far
citizens with disabilities, and budget responsibility. During her time on City Council
Yolanda served on Boards and C including as the Vice Chair
of the Colorado Springs Utilities Board and City Council Liaison for the Law Enforcement
Ti p: y and A ity C (LETAC), Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments
(PPACG), Pikes Peak Rura! Transportation Authority {PPRTA), and the Health Foundation. We thank
Yolanda and her trusty service dog. Puma, for their dedicated eight years on City Council!

Randy Helms

Retired United States Air Force Colonel, Randy Helms, was elected to the City
Councilin 2021, representing the City's north side in District 2. During his four
years on City Council, Randy served as both the President Pro Tem and Council
President. President Helms presided over City Council meetings with integrity
and compassion, as he was atways happy to welcome constituents to speak to
the Council about all their concerns. While on City Council, there were numerous

and prop: his District that Randy was always
willing to face with his constituents and the City as a whole in mind. Your leadership and honor

will always be appreciated by the City of Colorado Springs. Thank you and enjoy your retirement, Randy!

Mike 0'Malley

Councilmember Mike O'Malley joined the City Council in January of 2021
after being appointed to an unexpired term for Colorado Springs District 6.
Following winning election ta a four-year term, Mike made clear his priorities on
City Council were to fix Marksheffel Road and support the City’s Administration.

Mike O’Malley has always been a staunch supporter of local military and served on

the Military Affairs Council. Councilmember O'Malley served as the Vice Chair for the Colorado Springs
Utilities Board and served on the Colorado Springs Sports Authority during his time with the City Council.

Michelle Talarico

Michelle Talarico was elected to a two-year term on City Council in District

3. representing the City’s Southwest side, Councilmember Talarico was

encouraged to run for City Council by her friend, Stephannie Fortune.

the late, former District 3 Councilmember. During her time on Council,
dichelk for the of District 3 and was considerate of

for the pi to City Council. Michelle served on

the Civil Service Commission, Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services

Board, and Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG) while

on the City Council. Thank you far your time on City Council, Michelle!
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2025 GENERAL FUND HIGHLIGHTS

Increased funding of $250,000 for capital
Theaddition of 20 Police Officers to grow authorized ¢ E i
strength and keep pace with the City's growth. Connll prestdent Randy Helma along with
Theaddition of three Police Department civillan e e

A L Nancy tienjum present the 2035 City
positions in the areas of photo enforcement, training Budget on the steps of Clty Hall,
=

ariand

SINIWWOD

academy support, and the body-worn camera program. { i
Conti funding for repl; of

Police Department emergency vehicles ’

and Fire Department apparatus. COnunuod funding for the Polleo Department’s

Continued funding for the Toam(HO CONSTITUENT RESPONSES

Program (HOP) in the Fire Department; this Compensation increases of 2% for ail Police and -

reallocating vacant positians and associated

funding from other areas of the organization.

A in Parks,

and Cultural Services to address neighborhood
parks, including the new Grey Hawk Park.

Transfer four vacant positions to Housing and

Homeless Response Department, replacing

positions that were previously grant funded.

Continued funding of $500,000 for shelter bed

operations for people experiencing homelessness.

Transfer the Neighborhood Services to Public

Works and toi

efficiencies of equipment use and work assignment.

TO BOARDS

program provides resources and navigation Fire swom tnployeu and an average of 2% pay
for access to healthcare, housing. and mental for perf for civilian employ VOLUNTEERS
and behavioral health resources. An additional Quality of Life Team In I 8 8 APPOINTED

8 Services Division, added by

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Mayer Yemi Mobolade
addressing Ciry Council
and Colorado Springs
clttzens during his
202 State of the City
Address In City Counet]
Chambers at City Hall.

with futore US

e crank, in uu-u-pu. DCin Sepember of 3024
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 Diswrice s esidents

Community Coaw rsation 81 the Cttadel Moll

Council withmore than ever

City Councilis also being more active in Colorado Springs

E? rom April 1, 2024 until March 31, 2025, the City

before. The past couple of years, Legislative Services
Staff have been compiling data on how many people
reach out to Council and what topics are on their minds.
In the 2023 Annual Report timeframe {April 1, 2023 to
March 31, 2024), City Council heard from 1,670 constitu-
ents. For the current Annual Report window. City Council
has more than doubled that number to XXX. More people
areals during public at City Council
meetings with approximately 26 hours in 2023 and XX
hours in 2024t These numbers reflect more Colorado
Springs getting involvedin the of
their city with a variety of topics on their mind, including
the Noise Hardship permit at the Ford Amphitheater
and the Pikes Peak Library Board's decision to close
the Rockrimmon Library. They also are speaking to City
Council about topics that are directly influenced by City
Counxil's decisions such as various land use topics and
reaffirming Colorado Springs as a Non-Sanctuary City.

with C heavily involved
inthe 1,000 Nei ings initiative. This
idea was brought by City Council to the Mayor and his

administration in an effort to promote our City's mental
health and build upon the relationships of our friends and
neighbors. Look for more chances to engage in a neigh-
borhood gathering in your community coming in 2025!

= Cultural Affairs Office of the Pikes Peak Region (COPPeR)
2023 year-end l.odgers and Auto Rental Tax (LART)
contract update to City Council s

» Colorado Springs Sports Corp 2023 year-end Lodgers and
Auto Rental Tax (LART) contract update to City Council va2a

= Visit COS - 2023 year-end Lodgers and Auto Rental Tax
{LART} contract update to City Council vmns

= Colorado Springs Chamber and EDC 2023 year-end
Lodgers and Auto Rental Tax {LART) contract update to City
Council w2224

» Colorado Youth Outdoors Update saoza
City Financial Report Q1 2024 enons
University of Colorado Colorado Springs Hometown

( C

<

Visit COS 2024 mud-year Lodgers and Auto Rental Tax
(LART) contract update to City Council azs24

Careers in Construction Colorado Update anezs
Mayor's 2024 State of the City Address vs24

Cultural Affairs Office of the Pikes Peak Region (COPPeR|
2024 mid-year Lodgers and Auto Rental Tax (LART)
contract update to City Council ssna

Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Urban Renewal Area in
Colorado Springs sy

Lithium:lon Battery Presentation szy24

of from the Law
T y and Advisory Ce issil
(LETAC) 102124

Education Resources and Opportunity’s
Servicemembers Scholarship ez4zs
» Overview of City Council's Office of the City Auditor a2
+ Common Sense Institute Colorado Springs Housing
Affordability Report 722724
» Colorado Springs Sports Corp 2024 mid-year Lodgers
and Auto Rental Tax {LART) contract update to City Council
1

Wildfire Mitigation Update from Colorado Springs Fire
Department 122724

Colorado Springs Chamnber and EDC 2024 mid-year
Lodgers and Auto Rental Tax {(LART) contract update to City
Council 1224

COS Creek Plan Update anxza

Creating a Family Friendly City Early Childhood Business
Council a4

Pikes Peak Honor Bell an22¢

Annual Report 124

UCHealth and Children's Hospital Colorado Annual Update
wz2e

Pikes Peak Library District Board of Trustees Informational
Brief wavas

Information Regarding Natural Medicine 1w2s24
Update from Keep Colorado Springs Beautiful waw2e
Pikes Peak Business & Education Alliance 12324

2024 City of Colorado Springs Community Satisfaction
Survey Findings 12524

Update from Rocky Mountain PACE vzrizs
Update from Exponential Impact 21028

Pikes Peak Regional Building Department Annual Report
uozs

Update on €l Paso County Jail 224725
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NOTABLE RESOLUTIONS

AMARA DENIAL AND KARMAN
LINE ANNEXATIONS

This year, the City Council held two public hearings on
potential annexations of great interest to the community.
The first annexation petition was for property located
southeast of the current city boundaries, and the project
was named Amara. The petition proposed annexing
3,200 acres to create up to 9,500 homes, along with
retail space, schools, parks, and other amenities.

The second annexation petition considered by the City
Council was for property located east of the current city
boundaries, and the project was named Karmen Line.
This petition proposed annexing 1.900 acres to develop
up to 6,500 new homes.

Both proposals received significant community feedback.
Between the two proposals, the City Council devoted
over 17 hours of public hearing time to reviewing and
these petiti Legislative Services staff
worked proactively with stakeholder groups for each
hearing to ensure accurate information about the City

USE@

SOUTHERN RAILYARD ANNEXATION

In March 2025, the City Council was presented a
petition to annex 3,100 south of Colorado Springs
near Fort Carson and Ray Nixon Power Plant for

the Southern Colorado Rail Park. The project
projected 5,600,000 square feet of new buildings
and over 7,700 new jobs created as a new hub for
manufacturing. They also stated this would be a great
benefit to Fort Carson and make it more resilient.

REAFFIRMATION OF COLORADO
SPRINGS AS A NON-SANCTUARY CITY

On February 13, 2024, City Council passed a resolution
titled Protecting the Security and Quality of Life of the
Citizens of Colorado Springs. City Council affirmed

to being a Non-Sanctuary City and asserted it would
not spend taxpayer dollars on services related to the
immigration crisis.

On September 24, 2024, City Council passed another

titled Reaffirming the City of Colorado Springs

Council's pr and p. es was i to
allinterested residents.

will Remain a Non-Sanctuary City. City Council wanted
citizens to know just like any emergency, they would be
ready to react with an operational plan that prioritizes the

safety, quality of life, and interests of Colorado Springs citizens.

Still waiting on the following for this page:

. ADUs (Likely coming in March)
. Southern Rallroad Annexation (Maybe March)
. AnnexCOS (Possibly coming in March}
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I Councitmember Yolonda Avika gives en

tntervicw (o @ news reporter regarding AND BALLOT ITEMS
the decision t0 nat start en enterprise

for Emergency Medicat Services.

City Council at the dals Listening to public
commenis i December of 2034




RED ROCKS OPEN SPACE
EXTENSION ACQUISITION

On June 25, 2024, City Council unanimously approved a
Resoluti izing the ac of 254 acresin the
Red Rock Canyon Open Space through the Trails, Open
Space and Parks (TOPS) Program. The purchase preserved
this property within the TOPS Program and protected the
property from future private development. The property
was identified in the 2014 Park System Master Plan as
future open space.

m EXPANDING TRAIL ACCESSIBILITY

WITH E-BIKE INTEGRATION
On February 25th, 2025, the City Council approved an
ordinance, on a 5-3 vote, allowing Class 1 electric-assisted
bicycles (e-bikes) on all city trails where traditional bicycles
are permitted. This ordinance broadens access to the
City’s extensive trail network.

Class 1 e-bikes provide pedal-assisted support,
activating only when the rider is pedaling. and
stopping the assistance once speeds exceed 20 miles
per hour. This trail

making cycling more inclusive for individuals who may
benefit from additional support.

Public input on the ordinance reftected both

i and Many
the increased inclusivity, while some raised questions
about e-bike use on Trails, Open Space, and Parks
(TOPS)-funded properties, where motorized vehicles
are typically pi These i i will
remain part of ongoing discussions as the ordinance
takes effectin Juty 2025.

In the

OMRUNITY




BOARDS , COMMISSIONS
@ COMMITTEES

OVERVIEW AND UPDATES

City Council Boards, Commissions, and Committees
play a vitat role in shaping local policles and initiatives

thatimpact our ity. These

led groups
provide valuable expertise and recommendations to City
Council, helping to guide important decisions for our city.

We you to stay d by

meetings, providing public input, and considering a
leadership role within one of our Boards, Commissions,
about making

a difference in our community. we invite you to apply

or Ci i ifyouare

for an open position and contribute your skills and
perspectives.

Ve d aboit oppo:tunit'(
it lst hien th

L0l Gd dnit nalp shapi e et

v r—,

DISSOLVED THE
SUSTAINABILITY BOARD

City Council evaluated the Sustainability Advisory

Board to assessiits efficl and leg
After i ions with C it b
Liaisons Nancy Henjum and David Leinweber, and
City Admii ion, it was inabili
are best i ively rather than

legislatively. As a result, the Board was dissolved with
the adoption of Ordinance No. 24.46 on July 23, 2024,
and it is anticipated its functions will transition to

a Mayoral Committee.

3¢ ColoradoSprings.goviboards

PRESENTATION OF
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE
LAW ENFORCEMENT TRANSPARENCY
AND ADVISORY COMMISSION (LETAC)

Law Enforcement Transparency and Advisory
C ission {(LETAC} p dr d
to City Council following a review of Colorado
Springs Police Department (CSPD) policies and

poticy reforms,
enhanced officer training in de-escalation and cultural
increased i and

imp p: y such as body-worn
cameras and public data reporting. LETAC continues RACHAEL FLICK,
t ve, with noting imp: inits LETAC CHAIR

“LETAC was commissioned to serve
as a conduit between city stakeholders,
CSPD and Council. In 2024 we reviewed and
evaluated ordinances around public protest and

effectiveness and focus.

g LODGERS AND AUTOMOBILE
RENTAL TAX (LART) CITIZEN'S
ADVISORY COMMITTEE EFFORT

InMay 2024, in collaboration with the Administration,
City Council participated in the LART Solutions Team.

free speech. LETAC make recommendations to
improve ease of access to the public and increase

The 25. ber group d two Ci safety for both law enforcement and protestors. We
two members of Legislative Services, three City reviewed survey results of officers within CSPD and
Administration Staff, and 18 external Six Increased opportunities

for training. LETAC also investigated
the impact of homelessness on
related crime, We evaluated the
budget and staffing levels of
law enforcement regarding
their ability to serve the
community in this arena
and prepare for future
recommendations.”

of the stakeholders were members of the City Council
Appointed LART Citizens’ Advisory Committee. To
guide the di: the City dan 1]
tourism consultant.

Over the summer the Solutions Team explored haw to
use LART revenues effectively and efficiently along with
whether toincrease the City’s LART tax and haw that
would occur, City Council will continue to review and
suggest ificati to the LART prog In2025.




Colorado Springs

UTILITIES BOARD

UTILITIES BOARD CHAIR: DAVE DONELSON
UTILITIES BOARD VICE CHAIR: YOLANDA AVILA




i Board (s Dave Doneloon, Vice Cealy Yokade Avbe. and
Member fimid Lrsmesber attend the M4 Chikione's Wit Frasival
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EGISLATIV

Services

CITY COUNCIL IS SUPPORTED BY LEGISLATIVE SERVICES
Al nine Councilmembers are supported by a staff of nine and are tasked with doing a wide range of responsibilities

and more.

research, media ¢ event
VISION STATEMENT MISSION STATEMENT
Ad ing the legi of the City of Colorado  The Colorado Springs Legislative Services Staff
Springs through with Ce provides non-partisan expertise and support the the

Executive Leadership, and members of the public.

LEG) ATIVE SERVICES STAFF

Emily Evans City Council Administrator
Michae! Montgomery Deputy City Council Administrator
Carly Hoff Senior Legisiative Analyst

Sam Friedman Constituent and
Qutreach Program Coordinator

Alex Ryden Senior Public Communications Specialist
Legislative Services Employee of the Year

Ayana Garcia Boards and Commissions
Program Administrator

Ashley Hughes Staff Assistant to Council
Ludmer Aker Staff Assistant to Council

City Council to inform impactful policy-making,
engage constituents and stakeholders, and

ponsive local g

Civic

City Hallis opento the

public during City Council

ENGAGEMENT K

BECOME MORE INVOLVED

There are many opportunities for citizens to engage

with local government and your elected leaders. We
encourage you to become more involved in the decisions
impacting life around Colorado Springs. Applying for a
Board, Commission, or Committee is a great way to help
shape the way our city operates. For moreinformation,
please visit ColoradoSprings.gov/boards.

ATTEND A COMMUNITY MEETING

In addition to City Council Meetings, City Council holds
many other puhlic forums. In 2024, these included City
Council District Town Halls and Community Meetings
(such as meetings about Public Safety and Road

C ion). C i also ded

with constituents, local media, and many or

and Legisiative Secvices
SPEAK AT A Staff are accessible to
MEETING constituents by appointment
City Hall serves as a and are to speak about
gathering space for anythin ing in their
demonstrations and districts or across the city.
other events where

people congregate Lo recognize various public interests
or concerns. All City Council Meetings are open to the
public, and the Citizen Discussion portion of Regular
Meetings altows the public to speak about any topic not
on that agenda. Members of the public can also comment
on specific agenda items during Regular Meetings
REQUEST A COUNCILMEMBER
Councilmembers enjoy visiting schoaols and other
arganizations throughout Colerado Springs to

throughout the region.

ATTEND A REGIONAL MEETING

In addition to serving on City Council, the
Councilmembers serve as the Colorado Springs Utilities
Board. Councilmembers also serve as liaisons to the

City's Boards, C and C
In addition to these City specific roles, City Council has
repr ion on regional boards i the Pikes

Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG), Pikes Peak
Rural Transportation Authority (PPRTA), and the Pikes
Peak Regional Building Department (PPRBD) Regional
Building Commission.

d about local gt 1f you would like a
Councitmember to speak at a school or community
event, please reach out to Legislative Services Staff at
719-385-5986 or AllCouncil@ColoradoSprings.gov.
TOUR CITY HALL
Councilmembers enjoy taking time to speak with groups
during tours of City Hall. Want to know more about
one of the City’s most historic buildings? Reach out to
Legislative Services Staft and we will be happy to take
groups or individuals on a tour of the historic Colorado

Springs City Hall.

* @


mailto:AIlCouncil@ColoradoSprings.gov
https://ColoradoSprings.gov/boards

107 N. Nevada Avenue. Suite 300
Colorado Springs. CO 80903-1575

Phone: (719) 385-5986

ColoradoSprings.gov/city-council-districts

COPIES OF THIS REPORT ARE
FREE TO THE PUBLIC AND
CAN BE DOWNLOADED AT: @ X com/COSCityCouncil

Facebook.com/COSCityCouncil ColoradoSprings.gov/CityCouncil
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