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Subject Property
1950 & 1952 Woodburn Street



STR Ordinance

City Code Section 7.5.1702(B) –
The Short Term Rental unit permit does not run with the property, but is issued 

to the specific owner of the property. The permit shall expire upon sale or 

transfer of the property. The permit shall not be transferred or assigned to 

another individual, person, entity, or address but may be managed by a third 

party on behalf of the owner.

City Code Section 7.5.1704(C) –
No non-owner occupied Short Term Rental unit shall be located within five 

hundred feet (500') of another non-owner 

occupied Short Term Rental unit. The five hundred feet (500') separation 

measurement shall be made in a straight line without regard to intervening 

structures or objects from the nearest property line of the 

proposed short term rental unit to the nearest property line of 

another Short Term Rental unit.



City Code Section 7.5.1702 B
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City Code Section 7.5.1702 B



500’ Non-Owner Occupied Buffer



1950 & 1952 Woodburn 

STR Permit History

• Ordinance 18-122 – established STR Program
– Permit transfer not permitted  

• Ordinance 19-101 (went into effect December 26, 2019)
– Established the 500’ non-owner occupied buffer. 

• Permits Issued
– July 2019 to Highland Properties 2919 LLC 

• Ownership Transfer
– August 8, 2019 to Tara L. Sorenson

– February 7, 2020 to 1952 Woodburn LLC

– December 23, 2020 to Tara L. Sorenson

• Denial (July 16, 2021)
– Ownership transfer

– Within 500’ buffer of 2 established non-owner occupied STRs



1950 & 1952 Woodburn 

STR Denial Appeal

• City Code Section 7.5.906(A)(4) –

– Criteria For Review Of An Appeal Of An Administrative Decision: In the 

written notice, the appellant must substantiate the following

• Identify the explicit ordinance provisions which are in dispute.

• Show that the administrative decision is incorrect because of one 

or more of the following:

– It was against the express language of this zoning ordinance, 

or

– It was against the express intent of this zoning ordinance, or

– It is unreasonable, or

– It is erroneous, or

– It is clearly contrary to law.



1950 & 1952 Woodburn 

STR Denial Appeal

• Appellant appeal statement (in part) –

“Ms. Sorenson submits that the intended purpose of City Code 
Section 7.5.1702.B is to ensure that legal control over the 
properties being benefited by a STR permit does not transfer 
away from the individual or entity to whom the permit was 
initially granted, Such circumstances would have the effect of 
serving the relationship between the applicant/permit holder and 
the City of Colorado Springs in a manner that would make it more 
difficult to ensure compliance with applicable STR regulations. Ms. 
Sorenson’s actions do not contravene the intended purpose. 
Instead, Ms. Sorenson simply engaged in financial and legal 
maneuvering for the purpose of (1) ensuring proper management 
of the property, (2) limiting her personal liability and (3) ensuring 
the continued affordability of the property.” 



Staff Recommendation

CPC AP 21-00119 APPEAL OF DENIAL OF SHORT TERM RENTAL RENEWAL 

APPLICATIONS

Uphold the action, thus affirming the City Planning Commission’s decision to 

uphold the administrative denial of the Short Term Rental renewal applications, 

pursuant to City Code Section 7.5.1702.B and 7.5.1704.D, and that the appellant 

has not substantiated that the appeal satisfies the review criteria outlined in City 

Code Section 7.5.906.A.4.


