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CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS/EL PASO COUNTY 

DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING SUMMARY 
NOVEMBER 1, 2018 

 
 
The City of Colorado Springs/El Paso County Drainage Board held its meeting at 3:00 PM,  
Thursday, November 1, 2018 in the City Council Chambers at City Hall at 107 N. Nevada Avenue. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:      Bob Irwin, Jim Houk, Tim McConnell, Jonathan Moore 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Vince Crowell, Darin Moffett, Marc Whorton 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Brian Kelley (City), Erin Powers (City), Anna Bergmark 
(City), Daniel Torres (El Paso County), Beck Grimm (El Paso County),  
Lois Ruggera (City), Jonathan Scherer (City), Stacey Covington (City), Carol 
Medina (City), Christina Aragon (City), Mike Park (Self)  

    
Item 1:  Meeting called to order by Bob Irwin at 3:00pm 
 
Item 2:  Approval of the minutes from the September 6, 2018 Drainage Board Meeting 

Motion by Bob Irwin to approve the minutes  
Motion seconded by Tim McConnell        
Motion passed 4-0   

 

Item 3:  Old Business – None  
   

Item 4:  New Business  
   

Note:  Erin Powers – (City) requested from the Chair, Bob Irwin to move Item 4: c) before Item 4: a).  
Anna Bergmark stated the Applicant was not present.  Bob was not comfortable moving on without the 
Applicant or Representative present, and giving the City’s recommendation he suggested Item 4: c) 
should be tabled.   

 
Decision was made to go back to original order of the Agenda, giving the Applicant/Representative time 
to  show up and state their request.    

 
a)  Financial Update – (City) 

Presented by Stacey Covington – (City) has provided details on the quarterly Financial Update which included 
outstanding reimbursements update through September specifically updated to reflect the payoffs that 
occurred in July.  The Deferred Fees list updated through September and the Comparative Plat Fee and 
Acreage Summary updated thru September were also provided.       
  

b) 2019 Drainage Fee Increase – (City) and adding an addition to include El Paso County   
ACTION REQUESTED:  Approve a market adjustment of 6.7% to the City wide drainage basin fees, bridge 
fees and pond facility and pond land fees for 2018 as shown on Exhibit A. 
 
Brian Kelley presented the City recommendation.  Bob Irwin requested detailed information due to the fact that 
6.7% exceeds CPI, and is a larger increase than in previous years.  Brian Kelley discussed the basis for the 
fee increase, including higher demands for specific materials in the Colorado Springs area. 
 
 Motion was made by Tim McConnell to approve an increase of 6.7% over the 2018 drainage, bridge 
and detention pond facility fees, to include the Miscellaneous Basin fee, and approval of the attached fee 
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schedule effective upon City Council approval.  Motion was clarified to be effective on January 1, 2019 after 
City Council approval.  Motion seconded by Jonathan Moore.   

 
MOTION PASSED 4-0 

 
At the request of El Paso County, Bob Irwin requested a motion to apply the 2019 Drainage Fee Increase to 
El Paso County.  Not necessary to read the recommendation again.   
 
 Motion was made by Tim McConnell to include El Paso County in the 2019 Drainage Fee Increase.  
Motion seconded by Jonathan Moore.   
      MOTION PASSED 4-0 
 
 

c) Sand Creek Drainage Basin Fee Increase and Reimbursement for Forest Meadows Filing  
No 9 - (City)  

ACTION REQUESTED:  This action is requested by ESI to increase the drainage fund in Sand Creek by 
$149,623.60. This would result in a fee increase of $28.08 per acre. The subsequent action is to reimburse ESI 
for drainage facilities constructed in Forest Meadows Filing No 9. The total request from the Sand Creek 
Drainage Basin fund for drainage facilities is $149,623.60. 
 

This Item 4: c) was recommended to be Tabled due to the Applicant/Representative not being present.  
All present members were in favor of Tabling Item 4: c).  

  
d)  Housekeeping   

   
e)   Open Discussion 

 Jonathan Moore suggested a discussion on how to handle future agenda items when the 
applicant is not present at the meeting without advanced arrangements being made.   
Jonathan Moore agrees that if an Applicant is not going to be present or has not 
prearranged for a City staff to present to Drainage Board without their presence they should 
not be heard.   

 Bob Irwin introduced the opinion that when an Applicant is coming to Drainage Board to 
request reimbursement, it is not a privilege but a right, concluding that the Drainage Board 
needs to respect their right to be heard in order to avoid potential complications.  

 The option to create a policy surrounding this issue was discussed, and it was decided that 
a formalized policy was not needed. 
Brian Kelley – (City) suggested checking with City Attorney and the County Attorney to 
determine if there were precedents or procedures that the Board would need to be aware of.  

 Anna Bergmark – (City) stated the Applicant was aware this item would be on the Agenda 
and the City would not be supporting it.  
Bob Irwin stated that if applicants do not agree with the City’s recommendation, they can 
bring items to Drainage Board to ‘roll the dice.’ 
After discussion with Carol Medina, Anna Bergmark – (City) stated the Applicant was not 
notified due to steps missed.  Staff will contact the applicant to coordinate bringing the item 
to the December board meeting. 
 

 Daniel Torres – (County) Requested their Drainage (bridge funds) reimbursement in Sand 
Creek for a bridge constructed over Marksheffel Road to be postponed to the next meeting.  

 
 Bob Irwin questioning of a pending retirement of Brian Kelley, Brian has confirmed his intent 

to retire at the end of this year.  Bob Irwin and Drainage Board members expressed that 
Brian will be missed and that they appreciate all the work he has performed and the 
expertise and professionalism he has demonstrated. 
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Item 5:  Meeting adjourned at 3:32pm   
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