
August 24 , 2017th

Joshua Carpenter
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Southern Colorado Regulatory Branch
200 S. Santa Fe. Avenue, Suite 301
Pueblo, Colorado 81003

Subject: The Sands Project - Channel Improvements for Approximately 110 acres within Section
33, Township 13 South, Range 65 West, Colorado Springs, Colorado.  Western
Environment and Ecology, Inc. Project Number 757-001-01

On behalf of Jeff Mark of the Landhuis Company, Western Environment and Ecology, Inc.
(Western Environment) seeks a Jurisdictional Determination of the waters located on the above
mentioned property located northeast of the intersection of Constitution Avenue and Markseffel Road
(Figure 1). The site consists of three parcels totaling approximately 110.66 acres, with midpoint
coordinates of 38.870615/ North, -104.679707/ West.  

The property is currently vacant and bordered to the south by Constitution Avenue and to the
west by Marksheffel Road (Figure 2). Adjacent lots to the north and east are occupied by Industrial
Business Parks. A residential development and a King Soopers supermarket are located to the south
across Constitution Avenue. A subtributary of the East Fork of Sand Creek bisects the northern and
southern portions of the property (see attached photos). 

Review of historical aerial photos (attached) of the area show the subject property vacant with a
portion of the Sand Creek East Fork drainage throughout the site. Photos from 1972 showed the subject
site and surrounding properties were vacant, and Marksheffel Road was present to the west. The 1991
photos showed Constitution Avenue constructed to the south and several industrial properties constructed
to the north and west. A straight drainage channel had been constructed through the subject property and
the subtributary drainage. Photos from 2003 showed significant industrial construction to the east
through the Sand Creek East Fork drainage. Channel improvements were constructed along the central
eastern end of the property. The photos from 2011 showed the expansion of Marksheffel Road and the
addition of a detention pond and riprap drop structure within the northwest corner of the site. 

Current aerial photos from 2015, showed the Sand Creek East Fork drainage north of the site is
concrete lined and channeled. The drainage within northern parcel is expansive with obvious bed and
bank, and evidence of erosion from historic flooding. At the southern end of the northern parcel, drainage
is then collected into a riprap lined channel and conveyed to the southern portion of the site. The
southern subject parcel contains another section of drainage with obvious bed and bank.  Drainage
continues south to Constitution Avenue through a box culvert bridge, and is then collected into another
riprap lined channel.  

On August 17 , 2017, Western Environment performed a wetland survey of the property andth

delineation of the drainage through the eastern portion of the property.  The survey was performed
following the US Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE), Wetland Delineation Manual (1987). Western
Environment evaluated, to the best of our ability, based upon site conditions at the time of the survey, the
three components of a jurisdictional wetland as defined in the ACOE.  These components are: 1)
Vegetation, 2) Soil and 3) Hydrology.  The lateral extent of the subject drainage was also delineated
identifying physical features associated with the Ordinary High Water Marks (OHWM). 
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At the time of the inspection, the drainage, which occupied approximately 3.81acres of the
property, was dry and contained predominantly bare ground with minimal and sparse vegetation (see
attached photos). Native grasses, curly dock (Rumex crispus), sunflower (Helianthus annuus), coyote
willows (Salix exigua) and elm trees (Ulmus spp.) were observed within and along the drainage. The
majority of the subject property however, consisted of vacant fields dominated by upland vegetation
including smooth brome (Bromus inermis), cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), blue grama (Bouteloua
gracilis), Canada thistle (Cirsium arvensis), prickly pear (Opuntia), Yucca (Yucca glauca) and sunflower
(Helianthus annuus). In addition to observations of vegetation, Western Environment acquired numerous
soil cores to identify hydric soils associated with wetlands. 

Three areas within the approximately 110 acres subject property, thought to contain components
of wetlands were further evaluated and delineated. 

• Wetland - 01 (WL-01) was delineated for the subtributary of the Sand Creek East Fork
located within the northern parcel. The drainage obviously contained features of flow,
such as bed and bank, and is located within the current 100-year flood plain. The survey
area within the OHWM was approximately 1.62 acres. It is the opinion of Western
Environment that this aquatic resource is likely a jurisdictional Waters of the U.S.

• Wetland - 02 (WL-02) was delineated for the subtributary of the Sand Creek East Fork
located within the southern parcel. This section of drainage also contained features of
flow, such as bed and bank, and was located within the current 100-year flood plain. The
delineation contained an survey area of approximately 2.19 acres. It is the opinion of
Western Environment that this aquatic resource is not jurisdictional due to a lack of
nexus to a Waters of the U.S.

• Detention Pond - 01 (DP-01) is located within the northwestern corner of the northern
parcel. This detention pond was constructed in 2011 in response to the expansion of
Marksheffel Road.  This structure was recently constructed in uplands, and only
contained one or two criteria of wetlands.  Additionally, the Corps October 1999
Guidance (33 CFR Parts 323, 328 and 329) identified Non-jurisdictional areas excavated
from uplands including drainage ditches, detention basins and retention ponds as

normally not jurisdictional, primarily due to the lack of hydric soil development.  It is the
opinion of Western Environment the detention pond is likely not a jurisdictional Waters
of the U.S.

• Detention Pond - 02 (DP-02) is located within the western end of the center parcel. This
detention pond was constructed also in 2011 in response to the expansion of Marksheffel
Road.  It is the opinion of Western Environment the detention pond is likely not a
jurisdictional Waters of the U.S.
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Figure 2 - Site Map
Sands Project - Channel Improvements
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Soil Map—El Paso County Area, Colorado
(The Sands)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

8/10/2017
Page 1 of 3
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Map Unit Legend

El Paso County Area, Colorado (CO625)

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

8 Blakeland loamy sand, 1 to 9
percent slopes

18.3 9.4%

10 Blendon sandy loam, 0 to 3
percent slopes

100.4 51.5%

28 Ellicott loamy coarse sand, 0 to
5 percent slopes

76.4 39.2%

Totals for Area of Interest 195.1 100.0%

Soil Map—El Paso County Area, Colorado The Sands

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

8/10/2017
Page 3 of 3
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