
Entertainment Districts – State Code and Regulations (2016-10-12 compilation): 

 

12-47-103. Definitions  
(6.6) "Common consumption area" means an area designed as a common area in an entertainment 
district approved by the local licensing authority that uses physical barriers to close the area to motor 
vehicle traffic and limit pedestrian access. 
 
(7.5) "Entertainment district" means an area that:  

(a) Is located within a municipality and is designated in accordance with section 12-47-301 (11) 
(b) as an entertainment district;  
(b) Comprises no more than one hundred acres; and  
(c) Contains at least twenty thousand square feet of premises that, at the time the district is 
created, is licensed pursuant to this article as a:  

(I) Tavern;  
(II) Hotel and restaurant;  
(III) Brew pub;  
(IV) Distillery pub;  
(V) Retail gaming tavern;  
(VI) Vintner's restaurant;  
(VII) Beer and wine licensee;  
(VIII) Manufacturer that operates a sales room pursuant to section 12-47-402 (2) or (6);  
(IX) Beer wholesaler that operates a sales room pursuant to section 12-47-406 (1) (b) (I);  
(X) Limited winery; or  
(XI) Lodging and entertainment facility licensee. 

 

 (24.5) "Promotional association" means an association that is incorporated within Colorado, organizes 

and promotes entertainment activities within a common consumption area, and is organized or 

authorized by two or more people who own or lease property within an entertainment district. 

 

(31.5) "Sales room" means an area in which a licensed winery, pursuant to section 12-47-402 (2), limited 
winery, pursuant to section 12-47-403 (2) (e), distillery, pursuant to section 12-47-402 (6), or beer 
wholesaler, pursuant to section 12-47-406 (1) (b), sells and serves alcohol beverages for consumption on 
the licensed premises, sells alcohol beverages in sealed containers for consumption off the licensed 
premises, or both. 
 
12-47-301. Licensing in general  
(11)  

(a) This subsection (11) applies only within an entertainment district that a governing body of a 
local licensing authority has created by ordinance or resolution. This subsection (11) does not 
apply to a special event permit issued under article 48 of this title or the holder thereof unless 
the permit holder desires to use an existing common consumption area and agrees in writing to 
the requirements of this article and the local licensing authority concerning the common 
consumption area.  
(b) A governing body of a local licensing authority may create an entertainment district by 
adopting an ordinance or resolution. An entertainment district shall not exceed one hundred 
acres. The ordinance or resolution may impose stricter limits than required by this subsection 
(11) on the size, security, or hours of operation of any common consumption area created 
within the entertainment district.  
 



(c)  
(I) A certified promotional association may operate a common consumption area within 
an entertainment district and authorize the attachment of a licensed premises to the 
common consumption area. 
(II) An association or licensed tavern, lodging and entertainment facility, hotel and 
restaurant, brew pub, distillery pub, retail gaming tavern, vintner's restaurant, beer and 
wine licensee, manufacturer or beer wholesaler that operates a sales room, or limited 
winery that wishes to create a promotional association may submit an application to the 
local licensing authority. To qualify for certification, the promotional association must:  

(A) Have a board of directors;  
(B) Have at least one director from each licensed premises attached to the 
common consumption area on the board of directors; and  
(C) Agree to submit annual reports by January 31 of each year to the local 
licensing authority showing a detailed map of the boundaries of the common 
consumption area, the common consumption area's hours of operation, a list of 
attached licensed premises, a list of the directors and officers of the 
promotional association, security arrangements within the common 
consumption area, and any violation of this article committed by an attached 
licensed premises.  

(III) The local licensing authority may refuse to certify or may decertify a promotional 
association of a common consumption area if the promotional association:  

(A) Fails to submit the report required by sub-subparagraph (C) of subparagraph 
(II) of this paragraph (c) by January 31 of each year;  
(B) Fails to establish that the licensed premises and common consumption area 
can be operated without violating this article or creating a safety risk to the 
neighborhood;  
(C) Fails to have at least two licensed premises attached to the common 
consumption area;  
(D) Fails to obtain or maintain a properly endorsed general liability and liquor 
liability insurance policy that is reasonably acceptable to the local licensing 
authority and names the local licensing authority as an additional insured;  
(E) The use is not compatible with the reasonable requirements of the 
neighborhood or the desires of the adult inhabitants; or  
(F) Violates section 12-47-909.  

(d) A person shall not attach a premises licensed under this article to a common consumption 
area unless authorized by the local licensing authority.  
(e)  

(I) A licensed tavern, lodging and entertainment facility, hotel and restaurant, brew pub, 
distillery pub, retail gaming tavern, vintner's restaurant, beer and wine licensee, 
manufacturer or beer wholesaler that operates a sales room, or limited winery that 
wishes to attach to a common consumption area may submit an application to the local 
licensing authority. To qualify, the licensee must include a request for authority to 
attach to the common consumption area from the certified promotional association of 
the common consumption area unless the promotional association does not exist when 
the application is submitted; if so, the applicant shall request the authority when a 
promotional association is certified and shall demonstrate to the local licensing 
authority that the authority has been obtained by the time the applicant's license issued 
under this article is renewed.  



(II) The local licensing authority may deauthorize or refuse to authorize or reauthorize a 
licensee's attachment to a common consumption area if the licensed premises is not 
within or on the perimeter of the common consumption area and if the licensee:  

(A) Fails to obtain or retain authority to attach to the common consumption 
area from the certified promotional association;  
(B) Fails to establish that the licensed premises and common consumption area 
can be operated without violating this article or creating a safety risk to the 
neighborhood; or  
(C) Violates section 12-47-909.  

(f) A local licensing authority may establish application procedures and a fee for certifying a 

promotional authority or authorizing attachment to a common consumption area. The authority 

shall establish the fee in an amount designed to reasonably offset the cost of implementing this 

subsection (11). Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, a local authority may set the 

hours during which a common consumption area and attached licensed premises may serve 

alcohol and the customers may consume alcohol. Before certifying a promotional association, 

the local licensing authority shall consider the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood, 

the desires of the adult inhabitants as evidenced by petitions, remonstrances, or otherwise, and 

all other reasonable restrictions that are or may be placed upon the neighborhood by the local 

licensing authority. 

 

12-47-901. Unlawful acts - exceptions  

(1) Except as provided in section 18-13-122, C.R.S., it is unlawful for any person:  

(h)  

(I) To consume malt, vinous, or spirituous liquor in any public place except on any licensed 

premises permitted under this article to sell such liquor by the drink for consumption thereon; 

to consume any alcohol beverage upon any premises licensed to sell liquor for consumption on 

the licensed premises, the sale of which is not authorized by the state licensing authority; to 

consume alcohol beverages at any time on such premises other than such alcohol beverage as is 

purchased from such establishment; or to consume alcohol beverages in any public room on 

such premises during such hours as the sale of such beverage is prohibited under this article. 

 

(VI) Notwithstanding subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (h), it is not unlawful for adult patrons 

of a licensed premises that is attached to a common consumption area to consume alcohol 

beverages upon unlicensed areas within a common consumption area, but this subparagraph 

(VI) does not authorize a patron to remove an alcohol beverage from the common consumption 

area. 

(m) To remove an alcohol beverage from a licensed premises where the liquor license for the licensed 

premises allows only on-premises consumption of alcohol beverages, except as permitted under 

subparagraph (VI) of paragraph (h) of this subsection (1). 

 

12-47-908. Colorado state fair or common consumption area - consumption on premises. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, a person who purchases an alcohol beverage for 

consumption from a vendor licensed under this article that is either attached to a common consumption 

area or licensed for the fairgrounds of the Colorado state fair authority may leave the licensed premises 

with the beverage and possess and consume the beverage at any place within the common 



consumption area or fairgrounds if the person does not remove the beverage from the common 

consumption area or fairgrounds. This section does not authorize a person to bring into the common 

consumption area or fairgrounds an alcohol beverage purchased outside of the common consumption 

area or fairgrounds. 

 

12-47-909. Common consumption areas.  
(1) A promotional association or attached licensed premises shall not:  

(a) Employ a person to serve alcohol beverages or provide security within the common 
consumption area unless the server has completed the server and seller training program 
established by the director of the liquor enforcement division of the department of revenue;  
(b) Sell or provide an alcohol beverage to a customer for consumption within the common 
consumption area but not within the licensed premises in a container that is larger than sixteen 
ounces;  
(c) Sell or provide an alcohol beverage to a customer for consumption within the common 
consumption area but not within the licensed premises unless the container is disposable and 
contains the name of the vendor in at least twenty-four-point font; 
(d) Permit customers to leave the licensed premises with an alcohol beverage unless the 
beverage container complies with paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (1);  
(e) Operate the common consumption area during hours the licensed premises cannot sell 
alcohol under this article or the limitations imposed by the local licensing authority;  
(f) Operate the common consumption area in an area that exceeds the maximum authorized by 
this article or by the local licensing authority;  
(g) Sell, serve, dispose of, exchange, or deliver, or permit the sale, serving, giving, or procuring 
of, an alcohol beverage to a visibly intoxicated person or to a known habitual drunkard;  
(h) Sell, serve, dispose of, exchange, or deliver, or permit the sale, serving, or giving of an alcohol 
beverage to a person under twenty-one years of age; or  
(i) Permit a visibly intoxicated person to loiter within the common consumption area.  

(2) The promotional association shall promptly remove all alcohol beverages from the common 
consumption area at the end of the hours of operation.  
(3) A person shall not consume alcohol within the common consumption area unless it was purchased 
from an attached, licensed premises.  
(4) This section does not apply to a special event permit issued under article 48 of this title or the holder 

thereof unless the permit holder desires to use an existing common consumption area and agrees in 

writing to the requirements of this article and the local licensing authority concerning the common 

consumption area. 

 

Regulation 47-328. Entertainment districts.  
Within fifteen (15) days of the creation of an entertainment district pursuant to 12-47-301(11), A local 

licensing authority shall notify the state licensing authority of the entertainment district, and provide (1) 

a map of the entertainment district and any common consumption areas, (2) a list of licensed premises 

attached to any common consumption area, and (3) the hours of operation for any common 

consumption area and attached licensed premises. Changes to an existing entertainment district shall be 

reported to the state licensing authority by the local licensing authority within fifteen (15) days of such 

changes. 

 


