
ORDINANCE NO. 15-22 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A FOOD POLICY ADVISORY BOARD 

WHEREAS, food production, processing, distribution, and access 
significantly affect the public health, land use, economy, and quality of life of 
the residents of Colorado Springs; and 

WHEREAS, the residents of Colorado Springs should have access to 
nutritious, affordable, and responsibly grown food; and 

WHEREAS, there is no existing organization or body dedicated to 
addressing the implications of local government policy, programs, operations, 
and land use as they relate to food and its corresponding impacts on the 
community; and 

WHEREAS, a group of local community members have worked for the past 
year to assess issues related to our local food system, including hosting 
community meetings, attending local food week events, partnering with existing 
work groups and coalitions, and working with the El Paso County Health 
Department and the Colorado State University Extension in El Paso County, to 
identify opportunities for the improvement of our local food system including: 

• Supporting and reducing barriers for local food producers and 
entrepreneurs who want to sell local food products, 

• Strengthening private property rights to encourage urban agricultural 
activities, 

• Building awareness among residents regarding nutrition, food skills, and 
the sources of their food, 

• Combatting hunger and barriers preventing access to affordable, 
nutritious food for residents, regardless of their income-level or geographic 
location, 

• Reviewing and assessing the effects of urban land use policies and 
regulations on the viability of food production, processing, distribution, 
and access, and 

• Establishing a collaborative body to serve as a forum for responding to the 
needs of the community as it relates to the food system; and 

WHEREAS, the community has expressed overwhelming support for the 
creation of an advisory board to provide ongoing analysis and 
recommendations to Colorado Springs regarding policies, programs, operations, 
and land use regulations affecting local food issues; and 

WHEREAS, the food industry is important to the economy of Colorado 
Springs; and 
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WHEREAS, our natural resources, as well as our environmental and 
economic well-being, are served by a vibrant and resilient local food system; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Colorado Springs City Council (the "City Council") finds it to 
be in the best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens to 
establish a community board to advise the City Council and Board of 
Commissioners of El Paso County (the "County Commissioners") on food policy 
issues. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

COLORADO SPRINGS: 

Section 1. There shall be established a Food Policy Advisory Board (the 

"Board") for the purpose of advising the City Council and the County 

Commissioners on matters, policies, programs, operations, and land use rights 

affecting local food issues. Through vision, leadership, and service the Board will 

work in an advisory capacity only, and not in a regulatory capacity, for the 

improvement of the local food system and to transform it into an equitable and 

sustainable system. 

Section 2. The Board shall consist of seven (7) regular members, 

representing a cross-section of the community, who are El Paso County 

residents, having, to the extent practicable, knowledge and expertise in the 

food system sectors of: (i) production, (ii) processing and manufacturing, (Hi) 

distribution, (iv) health education and market development, (v) food recovery, 

and (vi) food security. Board members will be recommended for appointment 

by an interview panel comprised of three (3) or more individuals, which panel 

shall include at least one (1) member of the City Council and one (1) member of 

the County Commissioners, which members shall be designated, respectively, 
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by the City Counoii and the County Commissioned The interview poneis 

recommendotion(s)toroppointmenttotheBoordshoiibeopprovedbymojority 

votes ot both the City Counoii ond the County Commissioners. Except tor the 

designotedCounciimemberondCommissioner, the individuois serving onthe 

initioi interview ponei shoii be determined by mutuoi ogreementotthe City 

Counoii ond the County Commissioners. Thereotter,individuois serving on the 

interview poneis shoii be determined by the Boord. 

Boord members shoii be oppointed tor up to two(2)consecutive t h r e e s 

yeor terms. 5ooh member otthe initioi Boord shoii serve otieost one term ond 

shoii be oppointed to ini t ioi , two(2)orthree^yeor terms, determined by iot, so 

ostooohievestoggeredoppointments. members otthe Boord shoii serve otthe 

pieosure ot the City Counoii ond the County Commissioners ond moy be 

removed by mojority votes ot both the City Counoii ond the County 

Commissioners. A simpiemojorityotoppointedBoord members shoii constitute 

o quorum. 

Sections. Boord members, when ooting within the scope ot their 

oppointments, shoii compiy with the CoiorodoCpen meetings Low, C.R.S.^24 

6401 e^seo.,oppiying to open meetings otiocoi governments ond withthe 

CoiorodoCpenRecordsAct,C.R.S.^2472201et^ea. 

Sections. The Boord shoii meet ot times ond iocotionsoccessibie to the 

Boordondtothepubi ic . ivloreover,the City Counoii recommends thot such 

meetings be ottendedbystott members trom the Coiorodo Springs Pionning 

Deportment, Pikes Peok Regionoi Buiiding Deportment, the 5i Poso County 

3 



Health Department, and the Canada State University Extension in 51 Paso 

County. 

Sections The Board may, with the approval otthe City Council and the 

County Commissioners, promulgate rules ot procedure tor its organization and 

the conduct ot its meetings. Such approval shall be by resolution(s)ot both the 

City Council and the County Commissioners. TheBoard's rules ot procedure 

may Include provisions regarding: (I) the election and responsibilities otachalr 

and vice-chair; calling ot special meetings, (II) the order ot business, (ill) 

preparation, approval, and distribution ot agendas and minutes, and (Iv) voting 

methods. 

Sections. This ordinance shail be In tulitorce and ettect tram and otter 

its passage and publication as provided by Charter; provided, however,that 

such ettective date shail not occur prior to the tinal passage o t a County 

Commlssloners'resolution that establishes the Board,conslstent with theterms 

and conditions ot this ordinance. 

Sections. Council deems it appropriate that this ordinance be 

published by title and summary prepared by the City Clerk and that this 

ordinance shall be available tor inspection and acguisition in the ottice otthe 

CityCierk. 

Introduced, read, passed on tirst reading, and ordered published thislOth 

day otlvlarch, 2015. 



Finally passed: March 24, 2015 

3 /gg/ /5 Delivered to Mayor on 

Mayor's Action: 

• Approved on 
• Disapproved on 

Keith King, Obuncil President 

_, based on the following objections: 

•ftUUtt wum 
Z\ 

Approved without sigfrartny^F 

% 

Per City Charter W - g ^ ; > - ^ 
. QSK 

Dated: A ' l O - t ^ 5 ^ — 
ki*V'1 

* 
^ ^ . 

C i t y C l e r k ^ . A J C ^ ^ 
^ 

Steve Bach, Mayor 

Council Action After Disapproval: 

• Council did not act to override the Mayor's veto. 
a Finally adopted on a vote of , on . 
• Council action on failed to override the Mayor's veto. 

Keith King, Council President 
ATTEST: 

Sarah B. Johnson, City Clerk 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing ordinance entitled "AN ORDINANCE 

ESTABLISHING A FOOD POLICY ADVISORY BOARD" was introduced and read at a 

regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Colorado Springs, held on March 10, 

2015; that said ordinance was finally passed at a regular meeting of the City Council of 

said City, held on the 24 t h day of March, 2015, and that the same was published by title 

and summary, in accordance with Section 3-80 of Article III of the Charter, in the 

Transcript, a newspaper published and in general circulation in said City, at least ten 

days before its passage. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the 

City, this 25 t h day of March, 2015. 

•••TOfcH V 
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Food Policy Advisory Board 

MISSION 
Foster a healthy and resilient local food system that contributes to economic vitality, healthy food 
access and environmental sustainability in Colorado Springs and El Paso County. 

OBJECTIVES 
Enhance coordination between sectors in the food system (production, processing, distribution, 
consumption, and waste) 
The Milwaukee Food Council is supporting local food entrepreneurs to grow their businesses 
and developing the economic case for small-scale food enterprises in local markets. This 
includes exploring the development of a food hub that would support important links among 
producers, distribution points, processing sites, etc. 

Evaluate and promote policy 
The Metro Omaha Food Policy Council has developed an urban agriculture agreement with the 
City of Omaha in regards to identifying and categorizing vacant land for food production as a 
tool for promoting health and building community. 

Launch or support programs and services that address local needs 
Salt Lake City, in partnership with the Food Policy Task Force, is exploring the feasibility of a 
kitchen incubator project. An incubator kitchen is designed to give small food businesses a 
competitive advantage when entering or continuing in the local marketplace by providing an 
affordable certified kitchen space for food prep. 

Serve as an information hub and forum for discussing food needs 
(Might want to change this to the Tulsa example) The Central Oregon Food Policy Council 
collaborates with a local non-profit to organize the "Buy Fresh Buy Local" campaign that 
connects producers and consumers through a local food directory and various outreach events. 

GOALS 
Enhance community economic development. 

Recommend infrastructure and partnership improvements among the various sectors of the food 
system to increase the production, distribution and consumption of local food. 

Support local agriculture that is economically viable, environmentally sustainable, socially 
responsible and geographically appropriate. 

Make it easier to grow food and access local produce in Colorado Springs. 
Increase public " food literacy." 

Promote information sharing to empower residents to make food-related choices that positively 
impact both individuals and the community. 

Improve food security in Colorado Springs. 
Ensure that Colorado Springs residents are prepared in the case of food emergencies. 

Promote improved and equitable access to healthful food. 
Reduce environmental barriers that prohibit the consumption of fresh, healthy food. 
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(Proclamation in Support of CoBd6oration on 
tygionaCToodtPoRcy 

WHEREAS, issues including food production, processing, distribution, and access, significantly affect the 
public health, land use, economy and quality of life of the Colorado Springs and El Paso 
County region; and 

WHEREAS, all residents of the City of Colorado Springs and El Paso County should have access to 
nutritious, affordable and responsibly grown food; and 

WHEREAS, there is no existing organization or body dedicated to addressing the implications of local 
government policy, programs, operations, and land use related to the food system and its 
corresponding impacts on the community; and 

WHEREAS, a group of local community members has worked for the past year to assess issues related 
to our local food system, to include hosting community meetings, attending Local Food 
Week events, partnering with existing work groups and coalitions, and working with El Paso 
County Health Dept. and the CSU Extension, to identify opportunities for the improvement of 
our local food system including: 

• building awareness among residents regarding nutrition, food skills and the source 
of their food, 

• addressing high rates of hunger and barriers preventing access to affordable, 
nutritious food for local residents, regardless of income-level or geographic location, 

• reviewing urban land use policies and regulatory issues for their impact on the 
viability of food production, processing, distribution, or access, 

• establishing a collaborative body to serve as a forum for responding to the needs of 
the community as it relates to the food system; and 

WHEREAS, community members have expressed overwhelming support for the creation of a Community 
Advisory Board on Food Policy to provide ongoing analysis and recommendations to local 
governments regarding policies, programs, operations and land use regulations affecting 
local food issues; and 

WHEREAS, the food sector is important to the economy of El Paso County, and a vibrant and resilient 
local food system protects our natural resources and contributes significantly to the 
environmental and economic well-being of the region; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of El Paso County Commissioners supports the formation of a Community 
Advisory Board on Food Policy to be overseen by both the City of Colorado Springs and El Paso County. 
This board will be an advisory body that promotes policy and regulation changes that support sound land use 
policy and economic development related to local food production through common sense, free market 
recommendations and discussions. 

FURTHERMORE, the El Paso County Commissioners will work with the Colorado Springs City Council to 
compose the membership of the Community Advisory Board on Food Policy representing the diversity of the 
local community and providing a wide range of expertise on local food issues including hunger relief; 
nutrition; food business and industrial practices; local farming; community education and institutional food 
purchasing and practices; and 

FURTHERMORE, the Community Advisory Board on Food Policy shall regularly communicate with and 
actively solicit participation and engagement from interested members of the general public. 

DONE THIS •\5 ,h day of January 2015 at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF ELBASO COUNTY, COLORADO :.L EASO COUNTY, COL 

A _ 

athen, Vice Chair 

l/^^x^ 
County Clerk and Recorder 


