
ORDINANCE NO, 16-57 

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A TWELVE (12) MONTH 
MORATORILIMONTRE PROCESSINCOEANYLAND 
OSE APPROVAL OR LICENSING APPLICATION PORA 
NEW MEDICAL MARIJLIANA FACILITY OR THE CHANGE 
OP LOCATION OPACLIRRENTLYOPERATING MEDICAL 
MARIJOANAPACILITYWITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 

WH5R5AS,theCityot Colorado Spr iogs^^C i ty^ isohome role city ood 
Colorado mooicipolcorporotioo created oodorgooizedporsooot to Art, XX ot 
the Colorado Coostitotiooood the Charter ot the City otColorodoSpriogs, ood 

WPI5R5AS,CltyCode^7,2,102 sets torth the purpose o o d i o t e o t o t the 
City's zooiog cod lood ose regolotioos as ^to protect property voloes, te 
preserve oeighborhoods ood te protect private property tram adjaceot 
ooisaocessoch as ooise, excessive tratt ic,iocompatibil i tyotoses,ioappropriate 
desigootboildiogs, aod visual obstroctioos", aod 

WH5R5AS, io November 2000 the voters ot toe State ot Colorado 
approved Ameodmeot 20, addiog Art, XViil, See, 14 to the Colorado 
Coostitotioo wh ichpermi ts themed ica l oseotmar i joaoatorpersoossot ter iog 
trom debilitation medical cooditioos; aod 

WH5R2AS,CityCode^2,2,101 ^declares it to be io the ioterestot the 
health,safety aod welfare ot the citizeosot the C i t y , a o d a p r o p e r exercise ot 
the police power, to reqoiretheliceosiog of persoosaodbosioessesprovidiog 
medical marijoaoa related services", aod 

WPI5R5AS,wheo the City'sliceosiog aod lood oseregolatioos for medical 
marijoaoa related servicesaod medical mari^aoa facilities we readop ted io 
2011, retailmarijoaoa sales aodrelatedbosioesses were oot yet saoctiooedio 
Colorado; aod 

WH5R5AS,io the November 2012geoeralelectloo, the voters of the State 
of Colorado approved Ameodmeot 64, aod 

WH5R5AS, Ameodmeot 64 added Sectioo 16 ot Article XVIII to the 
Colorado Coostitotioo aod created a limited exceptioo tram crimioal liability 
ooderCo lo rado lawfo r theco l t i va t i oo , maoofactoriog, aod traosportatioo ot 
marijoaoa aod marijoaoo products; aod 
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yyH5R5AS, Amendment 64 authorizes the City to prohibit the operation of 
morijuono cultivation facilities, morijuono product manufacturing facilities, 
morijuono testing facilities, morijuono retail stores, and retail marijuana 
establishments,and 

WH5R5AS, the City has exercised its local option and ordained it ^unlawful 
f o rony p e r s o n t o o p e r a t e a retaii mari juanaestabl ishmentwithintheCity of 
Colorado Springs";and 

WH5R5A5, the situation regarding marijuana uses statewide ond within the 
City has fundamentally changed since the initial land use and licensing 
provisions related ta medical marijuana tacilities were adapted in 2011 and 
requires a newanalysis regarding the land uses related ta approval ct new 
medical marijuana tacilities in the future and the change at lacaticn cr 
expansion at currently operating medical marijuana facilities; and 

WH5R5AS, the i nc reas ingnumbero fandnew types of uses for medical 
marijuana facilities has created increasing health, safety and welfare concerns 
throughout the City; and 

WH5R5AS,the City currently lacks comprehensive licensing regulations for 
the cultivation, manufacture or sale of medical marijuana or medical 
marijuana-infused products for caregivers; and 

WH5R5A5,the rapidly changing situation regarding marijuana regulation 
statewide and the considerableinterest intheestabl ishmentof new medical 
marijuana facilities and the change of location or expansion of currently 
operating medical marijuana facilities within the City has illustrated the need for 
continued study of the impacts of new marijuana uses to determine the 
appropriateness and sufficiency of existing ond proposed zoning and land use 
regulations to ensure the protection of the public health, safety and welfare in 
accord with City C o d e ^ 2 B I 0 2 ; and 

WH5R5AS, under the City Code the approval of any licensing applications 
for medical marijuana facilities requires land use and zoning approval; and 

WH5R5AS, the City Council believes the processing of any land use 
approvals for newestablishments of new medical marijuana facilities, certain 
licensing applications,or any other approvals requesting establishment of new 
medical mar i j uana fac i l i t i eso r thechangec f location of currently operating 
medical marijuana facilities prior to the City thoroughly studying adoption of 
updated land use, zoning or other necessary regulations will cause irreparable 
harm to the public health, safety and welfare; and 
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WH5R5AS, onNovember 10, 2015 theC i t y C o u n c i l o r d o i n e d o s i x ( o ) 
month morotorium on tho p r o o f i n g ot ony Iond use opprovol or licensing 
opp l i co t ion fo ronew medicol morijuono tocility or the chonge of locotion o f o 
currently operoting medicol morijuono tocility within the City limits in order gront 
the City time to study the issues reloted to Iond use, zoning, licensing ond other 
necessory regulotions with respect to medicol morijuono focilities, ond 

WFI5REA5, pursuont toCrdinonce 15-79oTosk Force wosoppoin ted to 
study the issues reloted to Iond use, zoning, licensing ond other necessory 
regulotions with respect to medicol morijuono focilities, ond 

WFI5R5AS, theToskForce met regu lor lyond hos recommended certoin 
chonges to current Iond use ond licensing regulotions; ond 

WFI5R2AS, the Tosk Force wos directed by Crdinonce 15 79 to review, 
study, develop, evoluote, ond review oppropriote lows ond regulotions 
pertoining to morijuono businesses tor presentotion to the City Council including 
but not limited to locotion ond licensing criterio, tees, odvertising, ond other 
time, ploce,monner, ond number regulotions; ond 

WFI5R5AS, olthoughtheTosk Force hos mode recommendotions to City 
Council on some zoning ond licensing criterio, the Tosk Force hos not hod 
sufficient time to complete oil of the tosks ossigned to it, including moving, 
reviewing, studying, developing, evoluoting ond reviewing oppropriote lows 
ond regulotions regording fees ond odvertising; ond 

WFI5R5AS, in the course of its work, theTosk Force hos identified more 
issues thot need further review,study,ondevoluotion, including but not limited 
to potentiol chonges to the fire code to oddress hozords ossocioted with 
cultivoting horticulture in residentiol dwellings, boloncingcoretoker rights under 
Amendment 20 with the City's obligotion to protect the life ond property 
interests of its citizens through the odoption of Iond use ond licensing regulotions, 
cultivotion in zones other thon residentiol, ond ollowing co op cultivotion of 
medicol morijuono with other types of morijuono; ond 

WFI5R5AS, the Tosk Force recommends institutingonew twelve (12) month 
morotorium on the processing of ony Iond use opprovol or licensing opplicotion 
f o r o n e w medicol morijuono tocility or the chonge of locotion of ocurrently 
operoting medicol morijuono tocility within the City limits for the purpose of 
gronting theTosk Force time tostudy the issues thot hove orisen in order to 
developocomprehenslve licensing ond Iond use regulotoryplon; ond 

WFI5R5AS, the City Council believes the processing of ony Iond use 
opprovolsfornewestobl ishments of new medicol morijuonofocilities, certoin 

3 



licensing opplicotions,or ony other opprovols requesting estoblishmentot new 
medicol morijuono tocilitiesor the chonge ot locotion ot currently operoting 
medicol morijuono tocilities prior t o t h e C i t y studying theunresolved issues ct 
odop t i ono tupdo ted Iond use, zoning or other necessory regulotions will couse 
irreporoblehorm to the public heolth,sotety ond weltore, 

NCW,TH5R5FCR5,B5ITCROAIN50 5YTH5CITYCCON 
CCLCRAOC SPRINGS: 

Sect ion!, City Council tinds end determines o situotion ottecting the 
lite, heol th,property,ond the public peoce exists in thot requests tor ony new 
lend use, zoning cr licensing opprovols tc estoblish new medicol morijuono 
tocilities cr chonges ct locotion ct currently operoting medicol morijuono 
tocilities within the City limits ore imminent ond the City does not hove 
odequote zoning or Iond use regulotions in piece temit igote the impoctsot this 
type otoctivity to preserve the public heolth,sotety ond weltore, For purposes 
ot this Crdinonce,^medicol morijuono tocility^sholl hove the some meonlngos 
detined in t h e ^ o n i n g Code ot the City otColorodoSprlngsB 

Sect ions To oddress this situotion. City Council hereby institutes o 
morotorium o n t h e processing ot ony new Iond use or licensing opprovols tor 
ony newmed ico l morijuono tocility or the c h o n g e o t locotion o tonex is t ing 
medicol morijuono tocility within the City limits, t c r o t w e l v e ( ! 2) month period to 
run to ond including Moy 25, 20!7, All existing locotionsot morijuono tocilities will 
be ollowed to operote ot their current loeotiens with the current e lect ive 
licensing criterio, Any expended tocilities must contorm to zoning regulotions in 
e t tectot the time ot the exponsion opprovol process, 

Sections, City Council hereby directs City stott not to process ony Iond 
use or licensing reviews or opprovols tor ony new medicol morijuono tocility or 
the chongeot locotion ot on existing medicol morijuono tocility unless througho 
tully completed medicol morijuono business license oppllcotlon submitted to the 
City Clerk prior to 5:00 p,m, on November 25, 2015, Provided, however, thot it on 
existing licensee o t o m e d i c o l morijuono tocility provides evidence othordship 
to the City Clerk thot such licensee occupies premises through o leosehold 
expiringduring the morotorium, the l i censeemoyseeko c h o n g e o t locotion 
ond Iond use ond licensing opprovols moy commence tor such chonge in 
locotion, The sutticiencyot the evidence othordship sholl be determined in the 
discretion ot the City Clerk ond sholl require, ot o minimum, p roo t tho t the 
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current leosehold moy oof be extended or held over, thot the licensee hos 
received written notice ot termlnotlon thot will occur during the morotorium 
bosed solely on the explrotlon o t t h e leose, ond thot there Is no oppllcoble 
option to purchose the loosed property. 

Sect ions City Council t l n d s t h o t o newmorotor lum period ot twelve 
(12) months Is reosonobie ond necessory to permit the City to study the Impocts 
ot new types ot morljuono-reloted Iond uses ond develop o comprehensive 
licensing ond Iond use regulotory plon to protect ond preserve the public 
heolth,sotety ond weltore. 

Sections. This Crdlnonce sholl be In tulltorce ond ettecttrom ond otter 
Its t lnolodoptlon ond publlcotlon os provided by Chorter. 

Section 6. City Council deems It oppropriote thot this Crdlnonce be 
published by title ond summery prepored by the City Clerk ond thot this 
Crdlnonce sholl be ovolloble tor Inspection ond ocgulsltlen In the ot t lceot the 
City Clerk 

Introduced, reod,possed on tlrstreodlng ond ordered published this 26^ d o y o t 

April, 2016. 

Finally passed: May 10, 2016 
Council President 

Mayor's Action: 

Approved on fYX^ 7oi(, 

• Disapproved on ., based on the following objections: 
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k>. Su^^> 
/r 

May/ 
Council Action After Disapproval: 

• Council did not act to override the Mayor's veto. 
• Finally adopted on a vote of , on . 
• Council action on failed to override the Mayor's veto. 

ATTEST: # 0 ° ^ ° ^ % 
- „ r r — . V ; s 

1 1 » ' ' / /% 
Council President 

S" . U ' ' / I . % 

^ ^ A ^ W - S E A L 
^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ 

^ a h ^ J c h o s o o , C ^ C l e ^ ^ B ^ 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing ordinance entitled "AN ORDINANCE 

CREATING A TWELVE (12) MONTH MORATORIUM ON THE PROCESSING OF 

ANY LAND USE APPROVAL OR LICENSING APPLICATION FOR A NEW MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA FACILITY OR THE CHANGE OF LOCATION OF A CURRENTLY 

OPERATING MEDICAL MARIJUANA FACILITY WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS" was 

introduced and read at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Colorado 

Springs, held on April 26, 2016; that said ordinance was finally passed at a regular 

meeting of the City Council of said City, held on the 10 t h day of May, 2016, and that the 

same was published by title and summary, in accordance with Section 3-80 of Article III 

of the Charter, in the Transcript, a newspaper published and in general circulation in 

said City, at least ten days before its passage. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the 

City, this 13 , n day of May, 2016. 

1 s t Publication Date: April 29, 2016 
2 n d Publication Date: May 18, 2016 

Effective Date: May 23, 2016 Initial: f ^ f ^ 
City Clerk 


