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Medico-legal
Death 
Investigation

 State level mandates to investigate deaths 
falling under specified jurisdictions and  
determine

• Cause and Manner of death

• Determine the identity of 
decedent

• Determine time of death and how 
injury occurred

• Collect evidence from the body 
used to prove or disprove an 
individual’s guilt or innocence

• Confirm or deny the account of 
how the death occurred

• Determine or exclude other 
contributory or causative 
factors to the death

• Provide expert testimony

• Grant or deny tissue for harvest

 Two types of systems

Coroner

Medical Examiner
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Investigations 
and Autopsies





Breakdown of Autopsies Performed



Manners of Death



Deaths Due to 
Natural Causes



Deaths Due to 
Accidents



Motor Vehicle 
Crash Deaths





HomicidesDeaths by Homicide



Deaths Due to 
Suicides



Child Fatalities



El Paso County Teen 
Suicide Epidemic

• Beginning in February of 2015 - April of 2017

• 27-month period

• 40 Teens completed suicide

• 2015: 14

• 2016: 15

• 2017: 13 (14th 18 y/o student)

• Highest concentration

• 11 over 3.5 months, 2017

• Comparison Year 2014: 7

• A Community in Crisis

• Local and national media

• Parents, schools, community leaders
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Death in the 
Homeless



Firearms 
Related 
Deaths



Organ and tissue donation


