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5/10/2017 
 
City of Colorado Springs 
Planning Department 
 
RE:  Site Number CO-0041 
        4280 Hopeful Drive 
        Tax ID - 6326102001 
  
 
Project Description: 
 
Eco-Site Inc., proposes to construct and own a free standing Stealth 55’ Bell Tower 

telecommunications facility to be located at 4280 Hopeful Drive, Colorado Springs, on land 

owned by Lighthouse Baptist Church. The facility will be used by T-Mobile, which will collocate 

its antennas and related equipment inside the Bell Tower and within a walled compound. 

T-Mobile is licensed and regulated by the Federal Communications Commission and is 

responsible for providing wireless telephone service to emergency services, businesses and 

individuals in the geographic area that is shown on the coverage maps provided. T-Mobile is 

currently upgrading its network in the City of Colorado Springs to provide its service to the 

residents and visitors in the area and improve its service capacity due to customer demand. In 

order to provide adequate wireless services to the city, T-Mobile must place a 

telecommunications facility in a technologically and geographically appropriate location. 

Included in the application are RF justification statements from T-Mobile, showing coverage 

maps and reasoning on the location, height and size of the tower.  

Based upon the requirements of T-Mobile, the applicant requests a variance from the 

maximum height in the zoning district of 45’, to the 55’ that is needed to allow complete 

coverage and the space to allow one other carrier.  

 

The location of the Bell Tower being away from the existing building is based upon two major 

points made by the owner of the property. One, if the Bell Tower were placed next to the 

building it would restrict the access sidewalks and handicap ramps to the church. Second, the 
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church plans to expand its building in the near future and the site selected for the Bell Tower 

would allow expansion. 

 

Specifically, this project entails the construction of a 55’ Bell Tower, as well as the placement 

of twelve panel antennas, a microwave dish and related equipment at a centerline height of 51’ 

inside the Bell Tower. The ground equipment will be located in a Brick Walled compound at the 

base of the tower. The compound will enclose all the equipment for the facility and will be 

landscaped per city requirements. 

 

The site will be accessed by using an existing entrance and parking lot. There will be limited 

disturbance outside of the leased area that is shown on the site plan. 

 

Engineering – A geotechnical analysis has not been performed at this site, however the 

analysis will be performed prior to the application for a building permit. 

 
Review Criteria: 

A. Surrounding Neighborhood: The site is on a church property R1-6000 zoned land and 

the surrounding properties are zoned R-5. 
B. Intent of Zoning Code: The purpose of the Telecommunications facility addresses all 

three variables listed in the review criteria.  
1. Health – All of the structures surrounding the project will remain below the main 

horizontal beam of the antennas (51’) to which will lessen the impact of any RF 
radiation. The antennas will remain within the FCC’s mandated power density limits, 
which remain well under 1% of the maximum deemed safe by the FCC.  

2. Safety- The project will provide sufficient coverage for the surrounding residents in 
the community and more reliability in emergencies.  

3. General Welfare – The project will initially house T-Mobiles cellular service and will 
be available for additional carriers to collocate thus providing fast and reliable 
service to cell phone users in the areas that depend on that coverage for everyday 
use.  

C.  Comprehensive Plan – The service will provide a higher quality of life for many 
residents who depend on the cell phone coverage. The service will also provide an 
upgrade in the increasingly demand for fast and reliable data service.  
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Neighborhood Comments - Response 
 
There was a neighborhood meeting on 4/17/2017, during the meeting Eugene Carroll with 
Advantage Engineers explained the location of the proposed communications site and the 
reasons why Eco-Site and T-Mobile has selected that location. Almost all the discussion was 
concerning the question about health and the communication tower. The neighbors were 
informed of the 1996 Federal Telecommunications Act that expressly states the: 
 
`(iv) No State or local government or instrumentality thereof may regulate the placement, 
construction, and modification of personal wireless service facilities on the basis of the 
environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such facilities comply with 
the Commission's regulations concerning such emissions. 
 
 
Public Emails sent to City of Colorado Springs – Planning Office 
 
There were 12 emails sent from the public in response to the public notice concerning the 
application for the communications tower. 
 

Name                                                               Concern 
Ron Barr                                                          Health 
Belinda Warren                                                Health 
Jaimi Wallis         At Meeting                            Health 
Julia Rodgers                                                   Health 
Leonard Andrews       At Meeting                     Health – Height – Traffic 
   Mr. Andrews was at the neighborhood meeting and was provided the information on the   
need for the height of the tower and that there will not be an increase in traffic in the area.  
Marco Wu      At Meeting                                  Health 
Robin Jorgenson     At Meeting                        Across from tower  
   Ms. Jorgenson is not across from the tower location, she is across the street from the 
church building and there are numerous trees between her home and the Bell Tower. 
Judy Albright                                                    Health 
Shari Bevans         At Meeting                          Why this location 
   Ms. Bevans attended the meeting and was given the reasons why the location was 
needed to provide the coverage and capacity for customers of T-Mobile. 
Stephanie Tafoya                                             Health 
William Wyatt                                                    Health 
Robert                                                               Health  
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Items: Response 
 
1. Health 
 
For those that attended the neighborhood meeting, they were informed that all the public 
schools around the neighborhood have RF antennas on their grounds. They were also 
informed that the 1996 Federal Telecommunications Act states: 
 

 (iv) No State or local government or instrumentality thereof may regulate the placement, 
construction, and modification of personal wireless service facilities on the basis of the 
environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such facilities comply 
with the Commission's regulations concerning such emissions. 

 
2. Negative effects on property values 
 
There have been on credible studies that show a decrease in property values due to the 
location of a communications tower. These days most home buyers list that wireless 
communication availability is an important factor in the home buying decisions. 
 
3. Don’t want a Cellular Tower in the neighborhood 
 
In order to provide the necessary coverage and capacity required by wireless users, towers 
need to be located where the population lives and works, this included neighborhoods. 
 
4. Why is the cell tower being proposed at the 4280 Hopeful Drive Site 
 
The reasoning to the location is provided in the RF Justification document included in the 
application. 
 
5. Why a proposed 55’ high cell tower? Why not 45’? 
 
The information is provided in the RF Justification document. Also, the City of Colorado 

Springs requires that towers have the ability to collocate other carriers. If the tower was 

lowered to the 45’ mark that would not leave room for other carriers to collocate on the 

tower. When you get to the 45’ height, then the obstruction of trees and buildings reduces 

the ability of the tower to provide a quality signal to its customers. 

 

6. Explain the reasons why the cell tower and equipment are located along the south end of 

the site and adjacent to the Hopeful Drive, instead of behind the existing building.   

As stated above in the project description, The location of the Bell Tower being away from 

the existing building is based upon two major points made by the owner of the property. 
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One, if the Bell Tower were placed next to the building it would restrict the access 

sidewalks and handicap ramps to the church. Second, the church plans to expand its 

building in the near future and the site selected for the Bell Tower would allow expansion. 

 
Eugene Carroll 
Advantage Engineers LLC 
720-507-5696 
ecarroll@advantageengineers.com 
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