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• Current Marijuana Enforcement (for residential 
zones)

• Metro VNI Detectives

– Regulatory Team 

• Work in conjunction with  

– Regional Building

– CSFD

– Code Enforcement 

– CSU
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• Primarily respond to citizen complaints

• Goal is to gain compliance on the majority of complaints

• For those that have a legitimate criminal nexus – initiate 
a criminal investigation
– Exporting out of state

– Confirm illegal sales and distribution

– Marijuana grow is for profit and distribution and not medical or 
recreational purposes

• Nexus to licensed MMJ facilities are also subject to 
license enforcement action at the City or State levels

• More complex cases will be referred to the DEA 
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• Future plan is to formulate a marijuana 
enforcement task force  
– CSPD Sergeant
– CSPD detectives
– CSFD – Fire Marshal Inspector
– Code Enforcement Officer

• Goal remains to gain compliance
• Public Education and Awareness
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• Treat every incident on a case by case 
basis
– Criminal
– City 
– State 
– Federal
– Zoning
– Code Enforcement
– Regional building
– Utilities
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Criminal / Zoning Enforcement –

More than 12 plants:

• Complaint based or as a result of CSPD / City 
investigation

• Allegation investigated and appropriate 
enforcement action taken either as a criminal 
violation or a zoning violation

• Matter reviewed by CSFD and RBD for other 
building or fire code violations, regardless and 
independent of criminal or zoning enforcement 
action



Criminal Enforcement – More than 12 plants:

Residential Zone NO
No enforcement pursuant to proposed ordinances. If 
location is a defined MMJ facility, it must be licensed, 
pursuant to City Code §§7.3.205(k)(2) and 2.2.104

Yes

Constitutionally
Permitted Grow

NO

Yes

Review of case 
for Enforcement 
Action

No enforcement pursuant to proposed ordinances. If 
location is a defined MMJ facility, it must be licensed, 
pursuant to City Code §§ 7.3.205(k)(2) and 2.2.104



Criminal Enforcement – Constitutionally Permitted Grows

More than 12 plants:

Medical Marijuana Only NO Enforcement through Zoning  
Code §7.5.1005

Yes

Direct charge pursuant
to §9.7.210

NO

Yes

Defendant issued a 
Summons and Complaint into
Municipal Court

Enforcement through Zoning  
Code §7.5.1005

* Violations of proposed §9.7.210 are subject to the 
General Penalties section of the City Code – A fine of 
not more than $2,500, imprisonment in jail for a 
period not exceeding 189 days; by a sentence of 
probation; or by a combination of fine, imprisonment, 
and a sentence of probation.  City Code §1.1.201



Enforcement - Zoning Code – Constitutional Permitted 
Grows– More than 12 plants:

Yes No Action; Informal Contact; 
Agreement to Abate

N
O

Notice and Order Yes

N
O

Other Remedies:
-Direct Abatement
-Civil Action in District Court 
for injunctive relief
-Assessment of Reinspection 
fees

Notice and Order directing correction of conditions within a 
specified period of time. Notice and Order may be appealed 
to Planning Commission within 10 days.  Further appeal to  
City Council.  Failure to comply with Notice and Order or 
Agreement to Abate governed by City Code §7.5.1008 
including issuance of a criminal summons and compliant

Informal Abatement



Enforcement – Notice & Order – Constitutional Permitted 
Grows– More than 12 plants:

NO Overturned on appeal or 
dismissed – no further action

Yes

Property Abated Yes

N
O

-Direct Abatement by city including collection of costs and expenses of abatement;
-Assessment of reinspection fees;
-Criminal summons and complaint in Municipal Court

* A criminal summons and compliant issued pursuant to City Code § 7.5.1008(E) for 
failure to comply with a Notice and Order or Agreement to Abate is subject to the General 
Penalties section of the City Code – A fine of not more than $2,500, imprisonment in jail for a 
period not exceeding 189 days; by a sentence of probation; or by a combination of fine, 
imprisonment, and a sentence of probation.  City Code §1.1.201

No further action

Valid Notice and Order


